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SPEECH OF HE MON. Mat. BON vo. 

\ Tats Extra number of the Jerr. rsontan is devoted to 
the ication, entire, of the unanswered and unanswer- 

j able Speech of the Hon. Mr. ltonp, a Representative in 

Congress, from the State of Ohio. 

We will not keep the reader from the Speech itself, by 
any comments ofour own. We submit its facts, its expo- 
sitions, and its arguments, to the teople. They have 
a direct and deep interest in all that it contains. Let them 
read, tefieet and act as their judgment, duty and patriotism 

« |otelligence is the life of liberty.” With this great 
uth inviewpan effurt is making to diffuse, throughout the 
State, the information contained in this Speech. A large 
‘edition of this paper is printed; and we appeal to those in- 
to whose hands copies may fall, to aid in extending its cir- 
culation, Read it first yourselves, and then lend it to your 
(| peighbors. We invite the attention of all parties to it. The 

information will be useful to every citizen. Merchants, 
Mechanics’ and Shop-Keepers are requested to place it in 
the hands of their customers, Let all read. If the author 
has uttered the ‘‘ words of truth and soberness,” let them 
beappreciated. If what he says is unsound in principle, 
or untrue in fact, let it be rejected. 


SPEECH OF MR. BOND OF OHIO, 


IN CONGRESS, - 
IN FAVOR_OF _RETRENCHMENT AND REFORM. 


I Mr. Box? said he rejoiced that the attention of the 
. House and of the.country was again invited to the subject 
of Retrenchment and Reform. He was aware that these 
terms had become somewhat hackneyed, and -he almost 
feared that their frequent repetition had rendered them 
trite and unmeaning. They have been used, as was well 
«| known, with great effect to put down one Administration 
and elevate another. The end being attained, they seem- 
ed tohave performed their office so far at least as the par- 
ty now in power are concerned. All must Admit that we. 
had no ical Retrenchment or Reform. . . 
Mr. B. said he wished gentlemen now in power to admit 
that they had amused, if not deceived, the People of this 
country, with a mere ‘fancy sketch.’ If they would not 
make this concession, then he called upon them te specify 
wy Retrenchment or Reform which they had accomplish- 
@.. But, sir, if they fail in this,as I think they must, then 
Idemand their reasons for not carrying out their. great, and 
system of reform, for which they stood solemnly 
Nciged balore the country. 


1 am unwilling to believe that the terms Retrénchment 
wd Reform have lost their just and virtuous sense. The 
Deople'of this country will determine whether the necessity 
fr such measures had passed away with the simple eleva- 
ton of certain: men to power. ‘ 

You; Mr. Speaker, must be well aware that something 
tore than this was promised. You professed, sir, I mean 
the party with which you act professed, to be moved by the 
purest and most sucred regard for the welfare of the Peo 
pl. We find recorded here, and in thé Senate,-a solemn 
to into éffect a systematic Reform, if you 
be placed in . This was done, sir, in March 
1829, and you have held undisturbed possession ever since. 
Daringthat time, now going on ten years, what part of your 

been redeemed ? 
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I to conduct this discussion fairly, and with entire 
accuracy as to facts. I wish so to state them, too, that all 
may forma just opinion in relation to the sincerity and 
faith“of those whose conduct m@m be brought un- 


review. . . =» . 
Was it really true, sir, that the expenditures of the Gov- 
wefe -unnécessarily large? Had the President 
too much power, and was there a necessity for restraining 
‘Jit?’ Was the patronage of the Government so enormous 
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to checks to be placed on it? Wasit true that 
dom of the and the security - our one 
‘thatthe tronage should be withdrawn 
sevéral Revue cise, and the State Department 


the 
fo’ ; 
these inquiries are suggested by the declarations and 
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avowais of the present dominant party when they sought 
for elevation. But lest gentlemen may have forgotten the 
precise churges made against Adams’ Administration, 
L beg leave to read from documents of this House 
and of the Senate, in which griefs and compijaints, 
with the promised Reforms, are duly recorded. 

The first, in point of time, is a report made to the Senate 
in 1826, by a Select Committee, of which Mr. Beuton was 
Chairman, ‘‘to which was referred a propusition to inquire 
into the expediency of reducing the patronage of the Exec- 
utive Government of the United States.” In this docu- 
ment Mr. Benton reports: 

“That afier mature deliberation, the Committee are of opin- 
ion that it is expedient to dimini-~h or to regulate by law the Ex- 
ecutive patronage of the Federal Government, whenever the 
same can be done consistenly with the provisions of the Con- 
stitution, «nd without impairing the proper effiren-y of the 
Government. Acting un ier this conviction, they have review- 
ed as carefully as tim: and other engagements woud permit 
them to do, the degree ani amount of patronage now exercised 
by the Presulent. and have arrived at the concluBion that the 
sume may and ought to be diminished by law.” 

For this purpose that Committee then reported six bills ; 
one of them pruposed to regulate the publication of the 
lawsand of the public advertisements; another-had this 
imposing title—“ a bill to secure in office.the faithful col- 
lectors and disbursers of the revenue, ari idlisplace de- 
faulters.”” But besides its alluring title, that bill also con- 
tained the following provision: 

“ That in all nominations made by the President to the Senate 
to fill vascancies occasioned by exercise of the President’s 
power to fFemove from offi.e, th® fact of the removal shali 
stated to theSénate at the same time the nomination is m 
with a statement of the reasons for which such officer may ha 
been removed.” 

The other four bills also looked to Weestraine or reduc 
tion of the President’s power and patronage! It is unne 
cessury now to read them. The repoft proceeds: 

* The Committee do not doubt but that there many other 
branches of Executive p~tronage, in addition se which 
are «c wprehended in the provisions of these bills, Which might 
be advantageously regulated by law. Far from thinking that 
they have exhausted the subject, they believe that they bave only 
opened it,and that nothing more can be done at thistime than tolay 
= foundation uf a system, to be followed up and completed here- 

ter.” 

Mr. Bonn said that, notwithstanding a series of years 


had elapsed, and Mr. Benton and his friends had full power, 
the people had looked in vain fur a superstructure on this 
“‘ foundation of a system of Reform,” which this famous 
report proposed to have iaid. That same Committee, too, 
assert and claim forthe Senate, ‘“ the control over appoint 


peo Red Book of a Munarchy,” m tis our boasted Ke 
public ! : 

Mr. Benton, in his report, exhibits a list, taken from the 
Blue Book of 1825, of all the officers, with their salaries, 
at the Custom House in tae city of -York. Thenum 
ber thus given is one hundred and s@venty-four, and the ag 
gregate amount of their compensation is stated at $119, 
630 39. He then exclaims: 


“ A formidable list, indeed '—formidable in numbers, and still 
more so from the vast amount of money in their hands. The 
action of such a body of men, supposing them to be «nin ated 
by one pate Te be tremendous in an election; and that they 
will be so animated is a proposition too plain to need demonstra- 
uon. inepes a man’s support his always been held and 
tted to bé power over his will. The President hus * power’ 
over the ‘support’ of a!l these officers, and they again have 
power over the support of debtor merchants to the amount of 
ten millions of dollars per annum, and over the daily support of 
an immense number of ind. viduals, profersional, me. hi.nical, 
and day-laboring, to whom they can and will extend or deny a 
valuable private xs well as public patronage, according to the 
part they eh::li act in State as well xs in Federal elections ” 


And to all this, the report still adds the Naval and Mili- 
tary Establishment, the Judiciary, the Post Office, and 
presses, with what it calls the “‘ unknown and unknowable 
list of jobbers and contractors; and the still more inscruta- 
ble list of expectants who are waiting for ‘dead men’s 


shoesyijand willing in the mean while to do any thing that 
the living men wish.”’ Having thus glowingly described 
the staté of patronage, and the subservient league and un- 


principled devotion of the office-holders, Mr. Benton then 
says: 

“The power of patronage, unless checked by the vigorous in 
ter nn of Congress, must go on increasing until Federal 
in e in many parts of this Confederation will predominate 
im ions as completely as British influence predominates in 
the elections of and Ireland, in rotten Borough towns, 
and in the great naval stations of Portsmouth and Plymouth.” 


We are also told by Mr. Benton that “ the whole of this 
great power will centre in the President,” and the report 
then warns the country in these impressive terms: 


“Phe King of England is the ‘ fountain of honor,’ the Pre- 
sident of the United States is the source of patronage. He pre- 
sides over the entire system of Federal appointments, jobs and 
contracts: he has * power’ over the * support’ of the individuals 
who administer the system. He makes and unmakes them 
chooses from his circle of friends and teen and may dis- 
miss them, and upon all the principles of human action, will 
dismiss them, as often as they disappoint his expectations. His 
ee w.il animate their actions in all the elertions to State and 

ederal offices. There may be exceptions, but the truth of a 
general rule is proved with the exception. The intended ‘check 
und control of the Senate, without new constitutional or statu 








ments to office,” and say they “believe that they will.be 
‘acting in the spirit of the Censtitution in laboring to multi- 
ply he guards and to strengthen the barriers against the 
possible abuse of power.” This is necessary, they say, 
where laws are “ executed by civil and military officers, 

armies and navies, by courts of justice, and. by the collece 


tion and disbursement of revenue, with all its train of sala- 


ries, jobs, and contracts; and where, in this aspect of the 
reality, we behold the working of patronage, and discover the 
reason why so many stand ready, in any country and in all 
ages, to flock to the standard of power, wherever and by 
whomsoever it may be raised.” The number of office- 
holders is spoken of as large and still rapidly increasing, 
and the report proceeds: ‘‘ Each person employed will have 
a circle of greater or less diameter, of which he is the cen- 
tre and soul—a circle composed of friends and relations, 
and of individuals employed by himself on public or private 
account.” By way of illustrating the great number of 
office-holders and their combined power, Mr. Benton then 
turns to the “Blue Book of the Republic,” which he als- 
calls “ a growing little volume,” and says it “ corresponds 
with the Red Book of Monarchies.” 

Mr. Speaker, this Biue Book is indeed a “growing lit- 
tle volume,”’ but “it has grown more rapidly in the nine 
years of this Government, administered under the advice 
of Mr. Benton and his friends, than it did in double that 
time, before they came'into power. I present now, sir, for 
your inspection, the Blue Book for 1828, and that for the 
last year, 1837. It is plain that the last is nearly or auite 
double the size of the former; and if the. contents of the 
two are compared, the number of the office-holders, their 
salaries and compensation, the various divisions and subdi- 
visions of every Be artment, it will be seen that, under the 
boasted system of Retrenchment and Reform, nothing has 
been curtailed, but on the contrary, a great inctease in the 
number of office-holders, with increased salaries. To this, 
too, is to be added a most alarming addition in all the pub- 
lic expenditures of the country, greatly exceeding in 
amount the expenses of that. Administration which was 
charged as wasteful! And if this state of things is not 
checked in time, we ma: realize that this Blue Book 





yet 
not only “ corresponds tath,” but has actually become, 


of renstance, chain it the car of power, 
enable the President to rule as easily and much more secure- 
ly with than without the nominal chek of the Senate!’ “We 
must look f rward to the time when the nomination of the Prej 
sident can carry any man through the Senate, and. his recom 
mend .tion can carry any measure through the two Houses of 
Congress ; when the principle of public action will be open and 
avowed—the President wants vote, end I want Ais patron- 
age, I will vote ashe pay A will give methe «fice I wish 
for.— What will this be but the government of one man? and 
what is the government of one man but a monarchy ?”’ 

Mr. Bond said he hoped the House wou!d pardon him f. r 
reading froni this report these passages, which so happily 
illustrate the growth and power of patronage. They were 
referred to for the purpose of sustaining the allegation 
which he had made, that the present dominant party pro- 
fessed to entertain serious fears for the perpetuity or secu- 
rity of our institutions and liberty, if this public patronage 
was net checked or restrained by some statutory remedies, 
which they submitted for consideration, and promised to 
aan at some convenient season, if pl in power 
Well, sir, they succeeded, and got the administration of our 
Government into their own hands; and what has the 
country realized? Why, the number of Custom House 
officers at New-York has grown from 174 to 414! andtheir 
compensation has been increased from $119,062 39 to 
$409,669 32! But, besides their stated compensation, it 

p ears that in the yeat 1836, the various subordinate offi- 
cers of the New-York Custom House were allowed among 
them upwards of $53,000! And the Collector at Phila- 
delphia, during the same year, received, beyond his salary, 
upwards of $3,000; the same officer in Boston upwards of 
$2,300; and many others very considerable sums, which I 
will not take time to specify. 

We thus realize the inordinate and dangerous increase in 
this branch of patronage, foretold by the report. What 
has been done to limit and bgp area ? Where 
is the statutory remedy, the bill which was reported for 
that purpose? Sir, it has had quiet repose, and has never 
been of since the success of “the -” The mo- 
ment obtained, the admission made in the re- 
port, that the Senate trol. over appointments is de- 


, will cease tv operate, Patronage will penetrate this 
body. subdue its 
an 





nied in practice; and the t asserted by the Committee, 
to call on the Ptesident for his reasons in case of a remo- 










































val from office, is now scofied at and contemned by, Mr. 
Benton, Mr. Van Buren, and the whole party who 
or approved that report! Mr. Van Buren’was one of .o 
Commitee by ®hom that report was made; and yet e 
and his party openly violate and disregard every’ principle 
it urged! He now holds the “ power over the 7 
of these trained bands of office-holders at New: Yor and 
througout the country. “ He makes and unmakes them ; 
and ‘*j.da spirit will animate all their actions in all elec- 
tions.”” Almost the first notice we have of the ee 
ment <f Jesse Hoyt to the Collector's office in New- ork 
s the annuuciation of his official presence and activity in 
the Charter Election of that city.—We hear of him by day 
a id by night, heading hisgohort of 414 office-holders, with 
1.000 expectants, leading them to the charge! Mr. Van 
Buren told us, in the report, that “the action of such a 
bo ly of men, supposing them to be animated by one’ spirit, 
must be tremendous in an élection;” and that they would 
be so animated, he said, was “a proposition too plain to 
need demonstration.” But I suppose, he wishes us to_be- 
‘lieve that in his hands all this power and. patronage will be 
har nless! The case of this New-York Collector furnishes 
my answer to this: and, if another illustration is needed, 
I refer you, Mr. Speaker, to the appointment of Mr. Wolt 
to the Collector’s office in Philadelphia.. That gentleman, 
* you know, sir, after holding the honorable place of Governor 
of Pennsylvania, proudly called the Key-stone Staté,’ was 
seduced here for a paltry clerkship. We heard, recently, 
that he was dissatisfied in the contrast between the place 
given him and that provided for his political rival, (Mr. 
Muhlenberg.) Governor Wolf, it was said, had resolved 
to withdraw, and gave some indication of hostility to the 
President. At this juncture the power of patronage 1s in- 
voked—the Collector of Philadelphia is made to take the 
clerkship at Washington, and Governor Wolf’s o ( 
is quieted in the Collector’s office, thus vacated. Infan 
jnstant a new allegiance is sworn, and Governor Wolf initi- 


ates himself in his new office, by heading a call for a politi-. 


cal meeting in the city of his duties? Who dogs not’ see 
the peculiar fitness of the suggestion before quoted ‘fi 
the report of Mr. Van Buren and others of the Select 
Committee—“ The President wants my vote, and I want 
his patronage; I will vote as he wishes, and he will give 
me tre office I wish for.” 

Mr. Speaker, I will now add a remark or two, and pass 
from this report. The Committee who made it consisted 
of Mr. Benton, Mr. Macon, Mr. Van Buren, Mr. White. 
Mr. Findiay, Mr. Dickerson, Mr. Holmes, Mr. Hayne, 
and Mr. Richard M. Johnson, all at that time the zealous 
friends of Gen. Jackson, except, haps, Mr. Holmes. 
They urged the impropriety of appointing members of Con- 
gress to office, and the expediency of providing against ‘it. 
From the moment they came into:power their report and 
professions are forgotten, and in four years they appoint 
more Members of Congress to office than had been done 
in all the previous history of the Government. They ‘also 
told the country, in that report, that the press, the Post 
office, the armed force, and the appointing power, were the 
most dangerous portions of the Federal Executive patron- 
age. And they professed to have found a remedy for these 
dangers in certain bills which they submitted. They there 
tell us, too, that all this power is in the hands of the Presi- 
dent, andthat he is not in the hands of the People. In- 
deed, they say, “‘ the President may, and, in the current of 
human affairs, will be against the People,” and the con- 
clusion of the whole is, “the safety of the people ie the 
‘ supreme law,’ and to insure that safety these arbiters of 
human fate (the press, the post office, the armed force, and 
appointing pewer,) must change position, and take post on 
the side of the people.” Mr. Speaker, we have found it 
true, indeed, that the President is not.in the hands of the 
People, and that he will even turn against them! Look, 
sir, at Mr. Van Buren’s December Message, and see the 
opprobrium which he casts upon. the people of his own 
State for daring to exercise their elective franchise contra- 
ry to his will! Notwithstanding his professions, and the 
pledged faith of his report, he violently retains the control 
of these “ arbiters of human fate,” and will not suffer them 
“to ‘change position and take post on the side of the 

ple.’ 

: r. Bond said he would next point the attention of gen- 
tlemen to what had passed in this House on the subject of 
Retrenchment and Reform; and be regretted to find such 
marvellous discrepancy between the “ sayings and doings” 
of “thé party,” on that subject. The journals of the 
House show that in February, 1828, a Select Committee 
was appointed to consider and report on this whole matter: 
the gentlemen appointed were Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Ingham, 
Mr. Rives, Mr. Wickliffe, Mr. Cambreleng, Mr. Sergeant, 
and Mr. Everett, all friends of General Jackson, save the 
‘two last. They were charged to inquire into the whole 
muchinery of the Government, with a view to reduce its 
expenses and patronage, and to correct all abuses. They 
engaged in and devoted themselves to this task, and their 
report, I mean the report of the four avowed re 
professed to the country that the itores at home 
abroad were unnecessarily great ; every thing was done 
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c and.spent too much money: that, this was also the 
case in C whose sessions were needlessly prolong- 
ed; ‘and, by way of correcting this latter evil, they recom- 
mended that the “compensation of members, during the 
first séssion of each Congress, be reduced to two dollars 
per day, from and after the first Monday in April, if Con- 
gress aan sit beyond that day.”’ 

Mr. Bond said he would not read the report to the 
House; but he hoped this notice of it might aid in recalling 
it to ‘public recollection, whereby it would be seen how 
much had been proposed and how little had been done. 
Here. too, it will be found, that in concert with their co- 
laborers in the Senate, the House reformers describe most 

hically the extent and power of patronage, and for all 
their discovered abuses they suggest remedies. But, Mr. 
Speaker, great as this work was represented to be, the 
gentleman from New-York (Mr. Cambreleng) and his 
friends’ told the country in this report that they had made 
only a beginning, what in hunter’s phrase is called a ‘mere 
“priming.” They then inform us that nothing more in the 
way of reform could be done by them, until the People 
should drive from the citadel of power those who then held 
and place it under the control of those Reformers. This 
was done. This specious report, like its twin-sister of the 
Senate, was trumpeted aloud by its friends, and at public 
expense, under the order of the House, many thousand 
copies of it were scattered throughout the country. The 
People read, and honestly believing it, took the alarm, and 
placed these reformers in power. ~ 

And now, Mr. Speaker, after your undisturbed possession 
for nine years, what has been done? Have you reduced 
any expenditure, corrected any abuse, or provided any re- 
straint on the power of patronage? No, sir, no. But on 
the contrary, yougparty in power have made all public ex- 
penditures greater than before; you have practised the 
very abuses of power of which you complained, and have 
not provided any restraint on Executive patronage! We 
have thus a practical illustratio the abuse of the iden- 
tical power of which your friends; When sounding the alarm, 
gav Pf a theoretic description. 7 

. B. said the resolution now under consideration 
ked to Reform, and ially to the correction of the 
abuse of power in regillfto the public printing. The gen- 
tleman who offers it, (Mr. Hopkins,) Foun with the Ad- 
ministration generally, is not blind to the abuses which may 
be committed. He is still demaading Reform from princi- 
ple, and is not ed that abuses have been corrected by 
a ones change of men. I am surprised, Mr. Speaker, 
to find this resolution opposed by the Administration. The 
gentleman from New Hampshire (Mr. Cushman) resists 
it on most extraordinary grounds. He admits abuses, but 
says it is impracticable to correct them, and therefore use- 
less to pass the resolution. Is it possible that such an ob 
jection can be openly avowed and sustained here? The 
gentleman says it is the usage of party to dispose of this 
patronage in its own way, and that he never heard of any 
complaint against Mr. Adams’s Administration for so doing. 
Here, sir, is another open avowal of the doctrine, ‘‘ that 
the A Sgr belong to the victors.” 

{ Mr. Cushman here explained, and observed he had not 
said that spoils belong to the victors. ] 

Mr. Bond admitted that the gentleman had not used 
these identical words, but this was the doctrine of the par- 
ty with which he acted, and a distinguished member of that 
party, now the Governor of New-York, (Mr. Marcy,) had, 
when a member of the Senate of the United States, openly 
used those terms, and justified this usage of party. The 
friends of the Administration uniformly practised under 
this precept, whatever may be their theory. I do not 
wish to do the gentleman from New Hampshire any injus- 
tice, and will read from his remarks as published, and he 
will then have an opportunity of correcting them, if erro- 
coe printed. "Phe gentleman is reported us having 









“It is well known, that since the establishment of the Gov- 
ernment the dominant party, whichever it might be, had invari- 
ably employed what has been called, if you please, purtisan 
printers, and partisun editors. But why should-they not do so? 
Bo long-as:the Opposition hud the predominancy, they used to 
employ their own purtisan printers, and no complaint was made 
about it: and why should any complaint arise now? He suw no 
reason. for it.” 


Here, then, I think, sir, a position is taken and terms 
used in effect the sume, and tending directly to the doctrine 
“that the spoils belong to the victors.” But can it be pos- 
sible that the gentleman thinks he is correct and sustained 
by the'facts, when he says that no complaint was made 
against Mr. Adams’s Administration on account of the ex- 
ercise of the printing patronage? Has he forgotten that 
Isaac Hill, the present Governor of his own State, was the 
editor and i of a newspaper called “The New 
Hampshire Patriot,” and that the discontinuance of the 
publication of the laws in that paper was considered so 
cous a persecution for opinion’s sake, that it may al- 
most be s#tid to have given him his subsequent political ele- 
vation and eee 2% © The discontinuance of Isaac 

inter of the laws was occasioned, too, by his pub- 
libel on the lady of the President, without the 
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pn too grand e scale; that each department had too many 


’ vemblance of truth, and #0 grossly indecent that Mr. 


Randolph, though e ccoleus opposer of 





‘Mr. Adams, said it: 
ought net even to be read on this floor. The occasion, 
however, was seized to bring the subject of public printi 
under discussion in this House, and Mr. Saunders; of Nov 
Carolina, introduced a resolution calling upon the Secreta. 











newspapers printing the laws, together with his reasons for 
such changes. A long and spirited debate followed; ‘ange 
as gentlemen seemed to have such imperfect recollection of 
the events of that day, some little reference may perhaps be 
usefully made to what was said in that debate. It will be 
observed that the resolution of Mr. Saunders, and those 
who supported it, required reasons to be given for @ remo 
val from office. Since they came into power, however, that 
doctrine has been denied and repudiated. ’ 
Mr. Bond said he proposed to prove by this debate 
the present Administration came into power decla: 
the printing patronage of the Government was inordinay 
and dangerous; that it ought. to be restrained and regula: 
ed by law ; and, in fine, promising, if elevated, to withdray: 
its exercise from the Executive hands. The mover of that 
resolution (Mr. Saunders) said: nF 
**] trust I shall not be accused of ween be this call for pur. 
poses of effect, nor be told this is a smull business.” ** He was 
uot to be told "hat the pecuniary amount involved ir this 
was too small to influence the editors of this country.” “ 
total sum thus distributed could not amount to less than betweeq. 
twenty and thirty thousand dollars.” ‘“* There were eighty-twy . 
papers employed in publishing the laws,” “it war not of the 
expense that he complained, but of the purpose by whieh it way. 
controlled.” ‘It was thus calculated to operate, and did 
ally operate, so far as it went, to control the freedom of the 
press, and to enlist, thoughout the country, that pawe in 
strument in behalf of the views of the State Department. 
this respect, it was much more effectual and much more 
gerous than the far-famed alien and sedition laws.” 


Mr. Saunders concluded by saying that it was his inten» 
tion to take this power from the State. Department, and 
place it elsewhere. A member from. Tennessee, (Mr, 
Houston,) afterwards Governor of that State, and now 
President of Texas, sustained Mr. Saunders’ resolution, 
and denied the right of the Sccretary of State to chage. 
the publication of the laws for opinion’s sake, He 
ed that the practice of that Department “had been to al 
low an individual, who might be personally opposed to the 
views and opinions of the head of the Department, if he 
was honest and capable as a public officer, to retain his 
place.” He asked “if changes had been made in order 
that the patronage of the Government might flow in a par- 
ticular channel? Such a course would gag the free ex- 
pression of opinion.” He said: 

“* Patronage is not a thing local and circumscribed. It seeks 
every little ramification into which it can by any possibility in. 
sinuate itself. It is hke the progress of a cancer in the humap 
body ; it seizes on avery. vein and artery, one after another, nor 
stops its progress till the sufferer sinks, and then the knife isi 
late applied.” ; 

Next came Mr. Hamilton, of South Carolina, the Chai 
man of that Retrenchment Committee to which I have ak 
ready alluded. That gentleman said.: 

“These eighty-two” prhsses would be put on the diet of a 
wholesome regimen, and in the course of a. salutary discipline, 
The sturdy and independent would be turned out to be fed on 
such offals as they might be able to pick up, until the whole 
should open in full and harmonious cry, in common note, trom 
the sturdy mastiff that how!s at the door of the Treasury, to the 
most starveling turnspit, that barks at the furthest verge of our 
frontier.”’ . 

Mr. Bond said he-would not stop to inquire whether we 
did not realize in the present official organ, the Globe, 
‘that sturdy mastiff that howls at the door of the Treasu- 
ry.” Mr. Hamilton continued: 

“Ts it necessary that the Executive should have a Govern- 
ment press, to be paid for by the People out of the public coffers, 
to sustain the measures of the Administration whether right or 
wrong?” ‘If,’ said he, “a Secretary of State can so apply 
the patronage of the Government as to nourish to venal accord 
eighty-two presses in our country to praise every thing the Ad. 
ministration should do, and subject their peanictess to the pun- 
ishment of the loss of this patronage if they dare to censure its 
measures, this forms distinctly a Government press, which is 
more alarming to the liber ies of the people than the organiza- 


form: d into a guard of the palaee. If eighty-two presses can be 


‘lors is excellent, and all those who are opposed to them say is. 
false and factious, this constant comilined:s 

guage will soon have atendency to make those who hear little 
else believe this is true.” 

Mr. Bond hoped the House would pardon him for this 
long extract. Mr. Hamilton, from. whose 
taken, was at the time a friend of Gen. Jackson, and zea- 
ously engaged in elevating him to power. In thus de: 
scribing the Government, patronage over the press, that gen- 
tleman said he was merely warning the country of dangers 
which might be realized, if ng restraint was imposed on that 
patronage. General Jackson was elevated, and Mr. Van 
Buren succeeded him, and is now in power. Instead of 
eighty-two presses then employed by the Government, they 
have now considerably upwards of ene hundred, and the 
patronage is held and exercised without any manner of 
check or restraint. In this surely, the country was disap~ 
pointed. 





the country of the danger of this patronage, and 


ry of State to report what changes had been made in 2 


tion of the whole of Gen. Brown's army of six thousand men,” 
made to speak as it were in one voice, that all. the Government, 


and concerted lan- © 


speech it is 


But you, also, Mr. Speaker, took part in this debate, and» 
iiatnad 
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CONGRESS—MR. BOND’S SPEECH ON RETRENCHMENDT.. . 3 


the.necessity of restraining it. 1 hupe, sir, it will nut be 
‘eapof order to draw on your remarks, in aid of my present 

. The sentiments you expressed are perfectly just, 
rd must command the approbation. of all impartial 

L have preferred, sir, sustaining the resolutioa now under 

i ion by the arguments and illustrations of the 
friends of General Jackson, rather than to attempt any 
new suggestions. 

You will remember, Mr. Speaker, that some friend of 
Mr. Clay, the then Secretary of State, intimated that the 
resolution of Mr. Saunders savored somewhat of the Span- 
ish inquisition. —At this your indignation was aroused, and 

#{nquisitorial, sir! And has the time arrived in this country 
when itis deemed inquisitorial rexpectfully to ask a public otfi- 
cer, is responsible to the People whose representatives we 

{for the public reasons (not the private motives) of his pub- 
smonduct 7 is it insulting to demand of a public officer to ex- 

pand account for his conduct? Is the transatlanticdoctrine 

“the King can do no wrong,’ to be introduced here? 

ugh we have no alien and sedition laws, are we to have 
“what is tantamount to them? Are the public functionaries of 
the Government to be Mee up in the robes of office, and to 
be held irresponsible to the wy a or the People’s Representa- 
tives? And are all those who have firmness and independence 
enough fearless) to inquire into the conduct of public men, and 
the matiner in which the public money is expended, to be de- 
nauneced by the one and servile adherents of the house that 

) as factious oppositionists? Sir, (you continued 

, Speaker,) this power of appointing the public printers is 
mproperly judged where itis. It is, to say the least ot it, sub- 

‘to abuse and may ‘be improperly used for the purpose of 

muzzling and influencing the liberty of the press.” 


That being the case, you proposed, sir, to “remove this 
power of appointment from the Department. of State, and 
vest it somewhere else, where it would be more safely and 

perly exercised.” The country is awate Mr. Speaker, 
we you have continued to be a member of this House ever 
since you made the remarks just quoted, now more than 
eleven years. Some expectation was cherished that you 
would, when in a majority here, practise under these 


‘ nn and remove this printing patronage “from the 


partment of State, and vest it somewhere else, where 
it would be more safely and properly exercised.’ I am 
sorry, sir, that this public expectation has been disappoint- 

I can’only account for it by supposing that your vari- 
ous political engagements and high public stations have 
withdrawn your attention from this important subject, 
There is some consolation in knowing that you have now 
an opportunity of redeeming your pledge, and the friends 
of Retrenchment and Reform indulge the hope that you 
will do it. 

T hope you, sir, will not think this an “ inquisitorial” 
measure. It is indeed, true, that when the Representa- 
tives of the People, during the last session of Congress, 
attempted to look into the Departments of the Government, 
Gen. Jackson openly resisted it, and said such a measure 
was “worse than the Spanish inquisition.” More, sir; 
he, in effect, gave orders that it should not be tolerated. 
Mr. Speaker, did not your cheek then mantle with honest 
indignation? and if you had held a seat here, instead of the 
chair you occupy, would you not have again exclaimed, “Is 
the transatlantic doctrine, ‘the King can do no wrong,’ to 
be introduced here?”” Or were you constrained to admit 
that, under the boasted system of Reform, “the public 
functionaries of the Government” are now “wrapped u 
in the robes of office,” and “ held irresponsible to the 
People or the People’s Representatives ?”’ 

r. B. ‘said he hoped he had, by this time, furnished 
some evidence to the House, and to the gentleman from 
New Hampshire (Mr Cushman) in particular, that the 
exercise of this printing patronage by Mr. Adams’s Admin- 
istration was not only questioned, but openly condemned. 
The friends of Gen. Jackson, so far from contending that 
it wus impracticable to correct the abuses of this power, 
pledged themselves to the country that they could and 
would, when in a majority, provide a remedy. He would 
submit it to the People to say, whether this had been done. 
Was it not notorions that the extent of this printing pa- 

had been greatly enlarged under the present domi- 
nant‘party? Is not the number of newspapers in which: 
the laws are printed very considerably increased? Is not 
the ordinary printing patronage of the several Departments 
far greater now than formerly? And, as to the public 
printing for Congress, it had so swollen, under the pro- 
2g Ma tly that we were almost induced to be- 
lieve that the term was used in irony by those from whom 
the people expected economy. 

I now —— Mr. Speaker, to show what seductive in- 
fluence this patronage over the press carries with it; and, 
for this , 1 must again invoke the aid of the Jach- 
son ‘rs, using their own arguments, and the very 
language in which they admonished the country of the base 
uses which wouid be made of this power. I hope gentle- 
mien Will remember the remarks made on this subject, and 

ich I have already given to the House, from the speech 
of Mr.. Hamilton, the Chairman of the Committee on 
Reform, I reserved. for the present branch of the argu- 
ment a peculiarly striking and descriptive passage in the 
speech of Mr. Houston, betore al to. Heundertakes 
to describe an honest, i 


ples, aud deserved influence, aud then adds, that such an 
editur as this ' ; 

‘* May not be disposed to bow or bend his principles for the 
purpose of supporting a particular Administration or individunl. 
it muy be necessary to certain plans and interests, thut sach a 
nun as this should pe gagged or prostrated, in that case, a very 
politic course would be to sturtu new paper sume few months 
befere new patronage is to be conferred; to use every exertion 
to obtain for it a sufficient number of subseribers: to take mea- 
sures that, at all hazards, the puper is sustained ; then to get for 
the editor some true und trusty feillow—xa fellow that * will go 
the whole ;’ who is troubled with no principles on any subject, 
but who will support a certain interest * through thick and thia ;’ 
who will pursue no course of his own, but will ever be ready to 
take his cue trom a certain quurter. After getting him some 
one urtwo hundred subscribers, and using every expedient to 
make him some character , he mast then have the printing of 
the laws, as a token of the confidence of the Government, and 
then all will be ready for action. Sir, | will not say that such a 
press be established and paid for out of the contingent fund; I 
new bopinner must have patronage, allhourrh ti bs tx direct opps 

eginner must . 
tion to the interest and wishes of the People.” 

Thus spoke Mr. Houston in 1827. Let us now pause. 
fora moment, Mr. Speaker, and inquire whether those 
who know so well the use and abuse of this power, have 
not proved themselves skilful adepts in its practical appli- 
cation.. Let us direct our attention to the official. news- 
paper, the Globe, and see if Mr Houston has not most 
aptly described “ its rise, progress, and present state.” 

We know, sir, that at the commencement of Gen. Jack- 
son’s Administration, the official newspaper was the United 
States Telegraph, published by Duff n. Things went 
on pretty smoothly for a while, and until, as was said, some 

jealous rivalry sprung up between the then Vice President 
of the United States and the present President, Mr. Van 
Buren, who was then Secretary of State. It was’ said 
Green was suspected of cherishing a stronger partiality for 
the Vice President than for the Secretary of State. But I 
do not profess to be figmiliar with the causes of this family 
jar. Report said that the Telegraph was not discontinued 
abruptly, as the official organ, but was gradually supplant- 
ed by the Globe, and its editor, Francis P. Blair, brought 
here for that purpose from Kentucky. Among the means 
resorted to for this purpose, as complained of by the Tele- 
graph, were orders or requests to various Postmasters 
throughout the country to funish lists of its subscribers. 
The Globe was sent to them, claimii have the ial 
confidence of the party. In this way it. was initiated into 
favor among the subscribers of the Telegraph, and in due 
season the latter paper was totally abjured. I have no 
knowledge of all the measures taken “ that at all hazards 
the paper be sustained,” and will leave it for others who 
know Francis P. Blair better than I do, to determine 
whether the Administration, in furnishing an editor for the 
Globe, succeeded in getting a “true and trusty fellow, a 
fellow that wiJl ‘go the whole,’ who is troubled with no 
principles on any subject, but who will support a certain 
interest ‘ through thick and thin.’” This I know, that 
the Administration fostered and cherished:the Globe with 
an immense amount of patronage, and in that way gave it 
strength and influence. That paper was first published in 
1831. The whole amount paid for printing by the Execu+ 
tive Departments in 1832‘ and 1833 was $118,346 21, of 
which $47,245 42 were paid to the Globe, and the residue 
to various other printing establishments, editors and pub- 
lishers throughout the United States. In 1834 and 1835, 
the whole amount so paid was $83,966 50; of which sum, 
a part, say $40,473 16, was paid to the Globe, and the 
residue again divided as before. For the next two years, 
ending with September, 1837, the several Executive De- 
partments paid out, for printing, the enormous sum of 
$142,804.68! Of this; the Globe received $24,381 27, 
and the balance was divided and subdivided—the spoit 
being thus given in due proportiong among the whole pack, 
trom “the sturdy mastiff that howls at the door of the 
Treasury,” down to the most starveling turnspit that barks 
on the farthest verge of our frontier.” 

But it will be observed that, so far, I have stated the 
amount of the Executive patronage of the press only. In 
December, 1835, the Globe obtained the printing for. the 
House of Representatives, and for the two years ending on 
the 30th September, 1837, its editors or publishers were 
paid, on that account, $105,914 58!!. It thus appear 
that, for the last six years, the Glube newspaper has re- 
ceived from the Government, as the published documents 
prove, nearly $220,000. What it has received indirectly, 
and from oftice-huiders and expectants, no one can tell. J 
will not designate each of the innumerable host of editors, 
and printers on whom this patronage has been showered. 
Many of them have received small sums; others, again, 
do not quite equai the Globe editors; but I will name a few 
who scem to be among the preferred, and then leave 
it for their readers to say whether their papers can be 
supposed to be under the wholesome regimen of Treg- 
sury diet. 

I tind that Hill & Barton, of New Hampshire, have re- 
ceived between 7,000 and $8,000. During the same time, 
Shadrach Penn, jr, of Keutucky, has been about 
$10,000, nearly tne half of which has been paid within the 
.ast two years. During the same time, the firms of Truc 


have been paid $27,204 76! Inthe course of two years, 

Medary & Maypenny were paid $2,295 66; Paine & 

Clark $2,837 53; Mifflin & Parry, of Vhiladelphiu $1,- 

822 26; Medary, Reynolds & Medary, $1,584; and 

Samuel Medary & Brothers, all of Onio, $2,002. All 

payments were made by the Post Office Department ; 

and, in addition to the printing patronage, some of these 

parties enjoyed advantagedus contracts in the same De- 
partment, for the supply of “‘ paper and twine,” connected 
with the printing of blanks. ‘These contracts for “ blanks, 
paper, and twine,” when examined, as they were by the 
Commutee of investigation, disclosed the practice of most 
reprehensible ne in the Postmaster General for cer- 
tain political favorites. I have not examined to see if the 
other Departments did not simultaneously bestow a part of 
their printing patronage on t&se same individuals. This 
further fact, however, is disclosed by the printing accounts 
of these Departments: that, for some time, they have 
thrown large portions of their patronage into the hands of 
Langtree & O'Sullivan, of ‘this city, who are publishing a 
periodical journal, the “‘ Democratic Review, which proj 
tesses to be a literary work, but, at the same time devotes 
its columns to the cause and defence of the Administra- 
tion, with a zeal equalled only by the Globe, and, in at 
least one of its articles recently published, shows’ as lit- 
‘tle regard for justice and truth, I think, as that paper 
does 


The Executive patronage of the press was one of the 
great chapters of Reform into which the famous Retrench 
ment Report of this House was divided. It is there stated 
as an alarming fact, that the amount paid for printing and 
advertising “by the Executive Departments at the eeat of 
Government for the [then] three last years, (1825, 1826 
and 1827,) and by the General Post Office, in two years, 
was $71,830 51.” In the same report, we are also told 
that the printing for Congress, the Senatgijgpd House in- 
cluded, from March, 1819, to December, q being a pe- 
riod of eight years, amounted to $271,883 37. T hese 
were thought to be extravagant expenditures, and Re- 
trenchment demanded and promised. ‘ 

I beg the House to indulge mea few moments in holding 
up to their view, and especially to the gentleman from 
New-York, (Mr. Cambreleng,) who was an active member 
of that Committee, a mirror, in which the practical Re- 
form may be seen. If the gentleman, er the party, shall 
tind the object a hideous one, I can dnly say the picture re- 
flected is the work of their own hands. 

For the six years ending on 30th September, 1837, the 
several Executive Departments, inclusive of the General 
Post Office, paid out $340,116 37 for their printing. In 
order to get three years, so as to compare it with the term 
aud amount before stated by the Committee, let us take 
half of the $340,116 37, say ..-..+-++++- $170,058 18 
Deduct the amout stated by the Committee.. 71,830 51 


Amount of increase every three years by 
the Reformers ¢...s%.eeee cece sees $98,227 67 


I also find that, in six years ending on the 30th day or 
September, 1837, the printing for Congress (Senate and 
House) and inclusive of certain land documents, bovks 
aud engravings, amounted to $751,584 62. Let us deduct 
the amount reported by the Committee as paid for the 
same object in eight years- by the Administration which 
was condemned for its extravagance—that was $271,833 
37. That operation will show that the Reformers have 
paid, in the legislative patronage of the press $479,701 25 
more in six years than the Whig party paid in eight 
years!! 

Having thus shown the amount of, and how this patrou- 
age is now used by the Executive, it wi.l be appropriate to 
see what the friends of Gen Jackson said wouid be the 
consequence of such use. The Committee, intheir report, 
speak of the moral mechanism upon which this patronage 
acts ‘as a power that seerfs irresistible,” and say they 
* will not stop to argue what they predicate as an undeni 
able fact, that, by the employment of the expenditures of 
the contingent funds-of the Departments, a Government 
press is to all intents and pu s effectually established, 
4s much so as if there were an annual item in the appropri 
ation bill tor the purpose of purchasing the joint and bar 
monious acuon of one hundred papers in the uncompro- 
mising vindication of those in power, and in the unspuring 
abuse of those who are not.” And in the debate aircady 
eeferred to, Mr. Hamilton, one of the reformers, in speah- 
ing of payment for the services of the press, ubserved: 
te When the Government becomes the paymaster for these 
services, the evil is infinitely augmented: For, what 
are the services which the press under such circumstances 
‘3 expected to render as a return for the partial kindness 
of the Government?’ Why ‘to cover all their approaches 
to arbitrary power, to defend each meusure of misrule aid 
vorruption} to find excuses and @pologies for every act of 
in:becility, although the interest and honor of the country 
may be ) ized by ignorance, aputhy or neglect; but, 
above all, to subject those who do not think -‘ the existing 
powers’ entitled to the contidence of the People to the 
‘nost unsparing calumny and abuse.” Mr. Bund said he - 











independent editor, of good princi- 


& Green, Chas. G. Green, and Beals & Green, of Boston: 


would appeal to thc House and to the country if we are 
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’ Aad yet, this man, whom the people of Oli:o delighted, and 


’ from the “‘ even tenor of their way,” this same Adminis- 


not now experiencing daily the practical application of 
= a Mr. ; on on as Te pass, state of things. 
Is not hs description of a subsidized press 1n the hands of 
the Government so graphically true of the age Admin- 
istration and its press that it might justly be conjectured 
that they sat for the picture? Every day’ 8 experience 
shows that all who oppose the present Administration are 
“subjected to the most unsparing calumny and abuse.” 
Another of the Jackson Reformers in this House. Mr. 
Floyd, of Virginia, observed in debate here, that ‘ the 
Executive influence of the Government was very great, and 
had been exerted tocalumniate members of this House, as 
well as great and wise men out of the House.” He said 
“it had been attempted to cut them off by dark inuendos,” 
and that ‘* hireling scribblers had been paid directly or indi- 
rectly for performing tue task.” f 
Mr. Speaker, have we got felt and seen the’ sad reality 
of all this last nine years, but more particularly since Mr; 
Van Buren undertook “the improvement of the press,” 
and a display of its licentious power in the hired columns 
of the Globe? Who has not been disgusted with the coarse 
and “ unsparing calumny” from —— day poured out upon 
Members vf Congress, und of the Senate in particular, who 
happened to think ‘that the existing powers were not en- 
titled to the confidence of the People?” Who has not 
seen the attempt in the Government press to break down 
the influence and nower of “‘ Members of Congress,” ‘and 
* to cut them off by hireling scribblers, paid directly or in 
directly for performing the task?’’ Does not the Globe 
constantly charge Mr. Clay, Mr. Webster, and Mr. South- 
ard, and other Senators, as being paid by and under the in- 
fluenee of the Bank of the United States when engaged 
in the discharge of their Constitutional duties? And when 
these foul slanders are howled from the throat of the 
“ sturdy mastifl,” at the door of the Treasury, do not the 
whole kennel, “ Tray, Blanche and Sweetheart, little dogs 
and all,’”’ even to the ‘‘ most starveling turnspit that barks 
on the farthest verge of our frontier,” re-echo the sound? 
The Jackson Reformer, Mr. Floyd, spoke of the slanders 
on Members of Congress, and on other men elsewhere. 
Why, sir, we daily experience that and more. The Presi- 
dent and his press have gone on from time to time calumni- 
ating Members of Congress and others, individually, and 
at length have gut to slandering the People in a body—a 
kiid of wholesale slander business. If a Congressional 
District, in the free exercise of its constitutional right, elect 
a member who will not “‘bow and do obeisance to the par- 
+ a he is at once proclaimed to be the feed attorney of the 
1ak, und the people of the district are characterized as 
“‘ reprieved debtors.” P " aa Saas 
ere, sir, I desire to read a short ph from 
P »ssident’s official newspaper, the Globe. It “was printed 
& year since, and then met my eye. I have preserved it 
fo. the express purpose of noticing it here, on a suitable 
o:casion; and this is the first appropriate moment I have 
had todo so. The paragraph in question was written on 
the occasion of announcing the election of one of the pre- 
sent Senators from Ohio, ( Mr, Allen,) in doing which, the 
Globe exults at what it was pleased to consider a defeat of 
Mr. Ewing, a highly distinguished and most valuable Mem 
ber of the Senate. I do not propose to dwell on that elec- 
tion; itis foreign to my purpose; but I do. verily believe 
it was achieved against the wishes of a majority of the 
people of Ohio, and recent events sustain that opinion. 


if the signs of the times do not deceive, will again “ delight 
to honor,” is, at the momentof his retiring from the Senate 
to the bosom of his family, and to all the private relations 
of life, held up and stigmatized in the Globe as a “ Bank 
beneficiary.” In the same article, sir, some fifteen Sena- 
ters are opprobriously named and contemned by this Gov- 
erament press. The State of Alabama is particwe”ly con- 
gratulated on being relieved from the “ Calhounery” ot 
Gabriel Moore. But now a new light has suddenly open- 
ed which wholly changes the hi through which the 
Glube sees “ Calhounery,” to use Mr. Blair’s own phrase. 
How long has it been since that paper stigmatized Mr. 
Calhoun “as the Bank’s feed instrument,” and said of him 
“that no man ever nullified the truth with so little re- 
morse’ Now, however, the whole scene is changed, and 
Mr. Calhoun is almogt deified by the Government press 
which but yesterday had so reviled him! Here, Mr. 
Speaker, we realize another truth spread before the country 
in Mr. Benton's report, which, in describing the power ot 
the President over individuals administering the Govern- 
meut, says: “‘He makes and unmakes them.” A short 
time since, the Administration and its press stood forth the 
advocates and the friends of the State Banks, and after 
placing the public money in their custody, urged them to 

nd it out. Having thus ‘ debauched” and seduced them 








tration and press now abuse the Banks and the credit sys- 
tem which but yesterday they applauded; and’ to justify 
this abuse, falsehood is substituted for fact. 

Thie Globe a day or two since stated “ that the Legisla- 
tive examination of the Banks in Ohio” proved “ that Di 
rectors of the Banks there had drawn out more than the 
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daring and impudent falsehvod of that paper, and furnishes 
additional evidences of the desperation of this Adminis- 
tration and its ‘‘Government press,” in carrying out the 
Sub-Treasury system, with all its selfish purposes. The 
result of the “ Legislative examination of the Banks in 
Ohio” is fully reported by the Auditor of the State, who is 
a thorough-going disciple of the Sub-Treasury school. Hix 
report is now before me, and I invite its immediate inspec- 
tion. It is most creditable to the Banks of Ohio; shows 
them to have been prudently managed, and that they will 
not suffer in comparison with those of any State in the 
Union. But let us look intc the Auditor’s report, and test 
the truth of the fact stated by the Globe, “ that the Direc- 
tors of the Banks of Ohio had drawn out more than the 
whole amount of their real capital.” By the Auditor’s 
report, it appears that the amount of capital stock actually 
paid into these Banks in December lust was $11,831,618 
96, and the whule amount loaned to directors and slock- 
holders together, at that time, was only $1,466,174 56.' 
I leave it for others to apply the proper rebuke to the 
Globe for its slander of the Banks and the People of 
Ohio; but, Mr. Speaker, I appeal to you and to this 
House if a press which is thus basely conducted should be 
sustained and cherished by funds from the public Trea- 
sury? 

This same paper took occasion, not long since, to quote 
from remarks which I had the honor to make in this House, 
and to say it had never intimated that the Senate was a 
useless body. Why, sir, the gross calumny heaped by the 
Globe on the majority of the Senate, but a short time since, 
must be familiar to all. I will not offend so far as to read 
those slanders to the House. The official organ, by its per- 
sonal abuse of the Senators, and repeated calumny of the 
body, did more than give the intimation alluded to. Did 
not the Globe say of the Senate that “its dignity” was 
* impaired’’—*“ its churacter for grave consideration gone” 
—that “its justice’ was “doubted,” and its power to 
harm by its most marked cenauré “‘ contemned and derid- 
ed?” Yes, sir, this was the language held by the Presi- 
dent’s official press towards the American Senate, and yet 
that same press now has the effrontery to deny that it ever 
intimated that the Senate was a useless body. 

But, Mr. Speaker, in pursuing the individual slanders of 
the Globe, I have digressed a little from my promise to 
show that the Government press does a “‘ wholesale busi- 
ness,” and throws its poisoned shafts at masses of men— 
yea, sir, at the great body of the people themselves. I beg 
leave now to read that part of the article from the Goveri- 
ment press which I before alluded to, announcing the result 
of the senatorial election then recently held in Ohio. Re- 
ferring to the district which I have the honor to represent in 
this body, the President’s official organ says: 


“ The bank held immense power in his [my] district, and ex- 
erted its monyed influence in aid of the federal party which has 
stronger hold on that quarter thin in any other part of Ohio. It 
succeeded by a small maj: rity in electing Mr. Bond, the collector 
of its bonds there, He may be looked upon as the representa- 
tive of reprieved debtors,” - 


After the vile slanders which the Government press had 
heaped upon many of the most eminent and justly distin- 
guished men of the country, Mr. B. said an humble indivi- 
dual like himself should not complain, but rather feel honor- 
ed that he was thus noticed. For himself, personally. he 
would say nothing; but for his district—his constituents— 
for the people who had honored him with their confi- 
dence, and made him their representative here, he had 
much to say. He could not. verhaps, express all the just 
indignation that he felt. My constituents, sir, (said Mr. 
Bond,) in every trait of character which can justly ennoble 
man, are not second to those of any member in this House. 
With God’s mercy, and their own right arm, they have beeu 
the builders of their own fortunes. In every sense, they are 
vit.avus, intelligent and independent freemen—“ who know 
their right», and, knowing, dare maintain them.” They 
love their couniry, and revere its constitution: but they 
have never yet “bowed the knee to Baal;” and because 
they will not, the editor of this vile press, bloated and 
swollen with Government putronage, stigmatizes them as 
“reprieved debturs.” | Mr. Speaker, should this “ hired 
scribbler,” Francis P. Blair, ever venture into that district, 
I do not believe that the people, whom he has thus basely 
slandered, would consent .to defile their hands by touching 
him; but they would cast upon him a scornful and wither- 
ing look of honest and just indignation, which would give 
to his visage a mcre cadaverous aspect than it even now 
hus But whois this man who thus impudently arrays 
himself against the people? Why, sir, he is himself a 
“ reprieved debtor” of the very bank which he is every day 
reviling. Dogeutlemen require proof? The files of this 
House furnish it. A paper reported or filed by one of the 
committees of this House shows that this:same F. P. Blair, 
who was brought here from Frankfort, in the State. ot 
Kentucky, owed the Bank of the United States the sum of 
$20,744 36. Itis true, chat only a part of this sum was 
his own debt: nevertheless, on his own account, and as se- 
curity for others, he was debtor to that bank, on the 30th 
of November, 1830, for the whole amount of the sum which 





whole amount of their real capital.” This, sir, is another 


‘Thave mentioned. Did he pay it. No, sir. Does he yet 





owe it? No,sir. How was he discha ? ym 
mised, if the terms on which he was voltnoed oie 
titled to be called a compromise. What were those 

W hy he held a clerk's fee bill, amounting to $37 49, ang 
a note on a gentleman by the name of Gratz for $200, 
together, $237 42, which he gave up to the bank, end pe 
released from $20,744 36! Now, sir, I think Francis P 
Blair may justly be called a “reprieved debtor. ” ‘ 

Such a settlement proves that Blair was utterly insolyen, 
at the close of the year 1830. If his insolvency was occa. 
sioned by misfortune, he should be pitied rather than ¢op, 
demned on that account. Of the circumstances of his 
ure Iam ignorant. I refer to his insolvency for what Ie, 
teem a perfectly just purpose in this debate. -We find him 
brought to Washington in 1831, and empl: yed as the pub 
lisher or editor of the Globe, which is madea 
press. We soon see streams of patronage flowing in po 
him from all the Executive Departments. The extent an 
character of this patronage I have before alluded to, In 
briefspace of time we see him living and entertaining ex 
pensively, and going all the rounds of the court society of 
Washington. If Mr. Blair had no connexion with this 
Government patronage, he might do all this, and no may 
would be justified in alluding to or commenting on it.; | 
is a high prerogative of every freeman todo with his 
as he pleases. But, Mr. Speaker, the sudden change jy 
the fortunes of Mr. Blair, connected as he is with Exec. 
tive patronage, his single leap from insolvency to wealth 
impel me to inquire if “‘ there is not something rot 
Denmark?” Upon the whole, sit, I think his case 
strongly illustrates the necessity of passing the reso 
now under consideration, and, if possible, making a total 
separation of the newspaper press from the Government. 

At all events, if this shall be found impracticable, wecap 
at least destroy the pet system of exclusive favoritism, by 
inviting competition, and giving the contract “to the low. 
est bidder,” as the reforming report of the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Cambreleng) and his friends induced the 
aa to believe would be done. When the retrenchment 
resolutions, which produced the famous rt already 
mentioned, were under consideration, the “fhends of the 
then administration denied the existenceof any .abusge, but 
invited investigation, and the resolutions passed almost una: 
nimously, Now, however, when the reformers are in pow. 
er, and an investigation is proposed, they admit the exis 
tence of the evils referred to in the resolution, but resist the 
inquiry, because, as they allege, the abuse cannot be cor- 
rected! ; 

The gentleman from New Hampshire. (Mr. Cushman 
may deem this end impracticable. Idonot. Iw 
rather follow the example of the gallant Col. Miller, (of 
the ge wtleman’s own State) who, when ordered on a 
ous service on the Niagara Frontier, during the ward 
1812, did not say it was impracticable, but said “ I'll try, 
sir,”’ to the commanding General. He did try, and he sue- 
ceeded. The achievement not only rendered essential ser 
vice at that crisis, but honored his country’s arms, and ele- 
vated his own fame! 

In the attempt which the resolution under consideration 
proposes, no danger awaits us, but a great civil triumph 
may be obtained by it. Linvitethe gentleman from New 
Hampshire to adopt the words of this gallant statesman, 
and, instead of thinking it “impracticable,” let him say 
“ Pll try.” 

But, sir, we have been greatly disappointed in the failure 
of this promised Reform in many other respects besides 
that which regarded the public printing and the Executive 
patronage ofthe press, And, to establish this, 1 will state 
briefly u few items, contrasting the precept with the practice 
of the reformers, Imitating the example found in, the re- 
port alluded to, Imay be best understood by a division of 
the subject of the subject into a few prominent heads. 1 ut 
in the language of that report, Lam “far from thinking ¢ 
shall now exhaust the subject;” I shall “ have only opened 
it.” I pretend te nothing more ‘ut this time than to lay 


; 





| 


zit 
rete 


ye 
if 


r 


z 
2. 
3 





the foundation ofa system, to be followed up and © - 
ed hereafter” by the People. — 

The prolonged sessions of Congress formed a conspicu- 
ous chapter in the book ot reform. ‘The Committee de- 
nounced the usage as ‘one of the most serivus evils, at 
tending the National Legislation of the country ;” and, by 
way of correcting it, recommended “ that the comy ensacic Rh 
of the Members, during the first session of each Congress, 
be reduced te two dollars per day from and after the tret 
Monday in April, if Congress -hould sit bey ond that time.” 
This was the precept; now fur the practice. ‘Vhe sessions 
of Congress, su far ftom being shortened, have been pro- 
longed, no remedy applied, and the | eople of te eountry 
ought tu know that the gentleman from New-York, (Mr. 
C MBR+LENG,) so early as March, 1830, when ap attempt 
was made to cary into effect the remedy proposed in the 
Report of the Committee of which be ‘was a member, by 


and vote agaiust the measure. 

The report alleged that abuses had “ taken place from 
the various and arbitrary manner in which members exti- 
mated their mileage.” This abuse was uscertained tohave 
been practised by the reformers themacives ; and they have 
coutinued the practice without any restraint. Iwill give 
you, sir, an illustration, which may not be thought inappro- 





priate, In the days of promised refurm, the two 


reducing the pay of members, did himself actually resist 
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a State uf Missour: differed in politics ; one of them, 
- at reformer, Mr. Benton ; the other, Mr. Isarton, 
whv thought the promised reform was a mere Lumbug.— 
” Phe first session of the twentieth Congress commenced the 
$d. of December, 1827, and ended on the 26th of May, 1828. 
These gvntlemen severally attended the whole sessiun ; 
their per diem allowance was $1,400 each, being 175 days 
at 98 per day; but fur mileage, reckoning $8 for every 
twenty miles, Mr. Burton charged $939 20, whilst Mr. 
Benton charged $1,344 66. Mr. Barton charged his mile- 
by the great mail route, over land ; but Mr. Benton, 
was railing agaiust and condemning all abuses,counted 
his miles by all the crooks and turns, and tortuous wind- 
ings of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers! Mr. Barton was 
at home because he did not believe in the propriety of 
ing one thing and practising another; and Mr. Ben- 

ton was retained to correct abuses and carry out the great 
jnciples of his report un Executive patronage. Ten years 
ee intervened since the session of Congress just reterred 
to; the report sleeps unheeded, and, in he meantime, Mr. 
Benton continues to count his miles every year by way of 
the river, which has given him upwards of $4,000 more 
than Mr. Barton felt authorised to charge under the same 


a seher ecept.—The Committee reported that “ the 
peirilege df ankipagaes to the members ought to be abro- 
?” and “that the sees too often indulged in by 
House of voting to themselves copies of bouks,” ought 
tobe discontinued. The privilege and practice continue, 
and without restraint, ; 
.— he contingent expenses of this Ilouse were 

reported to be extravagant. During the year 1828, the 
jast of Mr. Adams's Administration, they amounted to 


000. 
Ti octice Dering the year 1836, the last year of the 
Jackson Refurm Administration, this item was $200,000 ! 
And during the year 1837, being the first year of the ‘ suv- 
ceasor,”’ who promised to “ tread in the footsteps of his 
illustrious predecessor,” these expenses are $210,000! 
This must be the “ Magician’s way” of working in the 
rule of reductiva—it is certainly unknown to old Thomas 


Dilworth. 

Precept —The Committee of which, I again repeat, the 
geotleman from New-York (Mr. CAMBRtLENG) was a 
member, reported that they had obtained information by 
which they were,satisfied, * that by a judicious system of 
-eform, instituted by the Executive officers themselves, at 
kast one-third of the (then) present number ef Clerks in 
the Departments might be reduced with safety to the pub- 
lic interest.” 

Practice.—The number of Clerks has not been reduced 
in any one of the Depurtments, but on the contrary, there 
yas been a considerable increase. I will prove it. Ihe 
Sate Department, in the year 1828, included the Patent 
Office, and the whole number of Clerks was sixteen ; the 
yo compensation of the Secretary and ull his Clerks 
ad Messengers, amounted to $27,750. 

The whole number of Cierks now employed in the State 
Department and the Patent Office 1s pe The juint saia- 
fies and compensation amuunt to $56,515!!! 

The Patent Office, in 1828, was managed by a Superin- 
tendent, with a salary of $1,500, and two clerks and a mes- 
genger, whose juint compensation was $3,700. It is now 
tthe charge of one of the Reforwers; the title of 
“Superittendeat” is exchanged for that of “ Commis- 
sioner ;” and with the change of titles comes the change 
ofsalary trom $1,500 to $3,000! ‘The nuinber of clerks is 
increased from two to twenty-four, and the compensation 
from $1,800 to $21,000 ; and not content with one messen- 

, and his old salary of $400, they provide a salary ot! 

for a messenger, and then give him an assistant, to 
Whom is also paid $15 4 month, 

Secretary of the Treasury, in the year 1828 employ- 

ed eight clerks and two messengers. His salary, an-! the 

compensation of the clerks and messengers, ainounted to 


The nt Secretary of that Department (and he was 
taken from the body of reformers, who made proclama- 
tion from the Senate Chamber) employs fifteen clerks aud 
two messengers. His salary, and their compensation 
amount tu $27,100! A similar result will be found in 
comparing tie present with the former state of the several 




















subdivisous of the Treasury Department. But, by way vl 
“imroducing economy and despatch m the ‘Tressu:y De- 
pertment” the Committee proposed to “ sunplity the forms 
business, and to reorganize its subordinate branches, 
to dispense with one-tourth, if uot one-third, of the 
Geers in tue Treasury.” Now, sir, no reurganization of 
Department has yet been attempted. Instead of re- 
» they have increased the number of officers ; und 
3 of business, unver the new mode of siunplifying, 
ham beco ne so cumplicated, that the gentleman from New 
—_ (Mr. CamBreLenc.) now Chairman of the Commit- 
eof Ways anil Means, declared here, during the last spe- 
aeasion, that, after fifteen yeurs’ experience us a Mem- 
of this House, he foun! at ditticult ty understand these 
ry accounts, and the manner iu which the Secreta- 
#Anuual Report on the Finances is stated ! ! 
Next, ast the War Department. Jn 1828, the Secreta- 
of war employed a chief clerk, besides seventeen clerk- 
twe measengers. His salury and their compeusution, 
ed to $28.50. ‘The business of birtian Affairs was 
Managed vy im also, ta 1838, the Secretary of that 
weut employs, inclusive of the Ludian business, 
forty clerks, Levides messengers, ‘I'he juint sule- 
aad cunpensation of the whole amount to $63,810. 
to 1828, we hear notiing of a Commanding General's 
With its clerk and messenger, 
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L. 18338, the Commanding Geveral is ullowed a clerk at 
$1,200, and a messenger at $600 per year. 

in 1828, the Adjutant Generals Office employed three 
clerks, whese juint compensation was $2,950. 

In 1838, the Adjutant General employs seven clerks and 
a messenger, whuse joint compensation is $8,225, 

In 1823, the Paymaster General employed three clerks, 
whuse united compensation wus $3,900. 

In 1838, the salary of the saw e number of clerks is 

4,290, besides the messenger’s salary. 

In 1828, L have been unable to discover any allowance 
for clerks to the Quartermaster General. 

In 1838, that officer employs in the office at Washington 
seven clerks, whose united compensation is $7,300. 

In 1828, the Ordnance office employed three clerks, whose 
joint salary was $2,950. 

In 1838, the Ordnance Office employs nine clerks, be. 
sides a messenger, and their aggregate compensation is 


220. 

In 1828, the Subsistence Department employed four 
clerks whose joint compensation was $2,950. 

in 1838, the Subsistence Departwwent employs four 
clerks and a messenger, whose joint compensation is 


5880. 

In 1828, the Surgeon General is allowed a clerk, at 
$1,150 per year. - : 

In 1838, the Surgeon General is allowed a clerk, at 
$1,266, and a messenger at. $600 per year. 

In 1828, the business of Indian affans_was discharged at 
the War Department, by some one or two of the seventeen 
c.erks which I first mentioned, 

In 1838, this Indian business appears to constitute a 
grand division. We now hear of the “ Indian Depart- 
ment,” with a Conmissioner, whose salary is $3,000, a 
chief clerk at $1,600, and eleven clerks and two mexsen- 
gers, their joint co:npensation and salaries being $19,400. 

In 1828, there was one Superintendent of Indian Affairs, 
who was paid $1,500 a yeur, twenty-one Indjan agents, 
twenty-eight sub-agents, and thirty.uine interpreters, 

In 1838. we find tour “ Superintendents of Indian Af- 
fairs,” with salaries of $1,500 each per year; six “‘ super- 
intendents of emigration,” with salaries of $2,000 each 
per year; ten “ ndian agents,” with sularies of $1,500 
each per year; fourteen -‘ Indian sub-agents,” witi sala- 
ries of $750 per yeur ; thirty-three commissioners and spe- 
cial ageuts,” whu are paid from 5 to $8 per day, and from 
1,500 10 $3,000 per yeur ; fifteen ** conducting und enroll- 
ing agents,” at 3, 4 und $5 per day; two * conductors v. 
exploring parties,” at 3 anu $5 per day;-two * valuing 
agents,” at $4 each per day; eight ‘ collecting agents, 
at $2 50 per day each, two “‘issuing agents, ut $1 per 
day euch; one “ disbursing agent,” at gO per day; six- 
teen “ assistam agents,” at 3 and $4 per day, and from 500 
to $1,200 each per yeur; thirty-one *‘ interpreters in the 
emigrations of Indians,” at 2 50 and $3 per day euch ; fit- 
teen * physicians,” at saluries varying from 3, 5 and $6 
a day, to $34 per month; eleven “clerks,” (other than 
those in the office at Washington,) atsalaries varying trom 
3.and $5 perday to 40 or $v per month, and 800 and $1000 
per year; fifty-three “ blacksmiths,” with salaries varying 
trum 240 to $600 per year; eighteen “ teachers,” with va- 
rious salaries, froin 500 to $800 per year; five ‘ millers,” 
with salaries from 500 and y600; one “surveyor,” at $8 
per day ; the whole concluding with five ‘ iniscellaneous 
agents,” with salaries of $1 per day und 600 per year. 

But even this is not all. ‘The Commussivner of Indian 
Affairs says the list given by him in the Blue Book is not 
uccurate or complete. He leaves room to add or alter. 
Here, indeed, is a displuy of patronage! Ought we not 
to be astonished tu find this state of thimgs, under an Ad- 
ministration whose friends professed tu be shucked at a 


multiplication of offices, and republished, in the report of 


this House in 1828, the warning of that Chief Magistrate, 
who said: ** Considering the general tendency to niultiply 
offices une dependencies, aud to increase expense to the 
ultimaie term uf bursien which the citizen can bear, it be- 
houves us to avail ourselves »f every occasion which pré- 
sents itself for taking off the surcharge.” It is aappropri- 
ate, too, now, to refer gentlemen to the Censure Which tiat 
report cast on the Secretary of War in 1828, for paying 
$753 for additional clerk-lure in the business of Indian 
Affairs, 

Mr. B. said he was here tempted to name one or two 
offices iv particular, which seem to have been created tur 
special favurites: one of them under the law authorizing 
the President to sign land patents by an agent, mstead o1 
doing it as heretofore, in person. Lf he could not tind time 
to do his aury, as Mr. Adums and ali his predecessors did, 
then it would have been better to dispense with the signu- 
ture altogether, as you have dune with that of the Com- 
missioner of the General Lanw Office. The President’. 
name now is nut even written! y his moxy, as it should he, 
but is written by some clerk in the Laud Oifice, and the 
whole service of the proxy or «get consi-ts in his wri- 
ung his own name! For this he is paid $1,500 per annum ! 
Nhe place is held by one of the President’s sons, and t is 
an indirect mode of increasing the President's sulury. “The 
compensation 1s too high, under any circumstances. © For 
a service requiring veituer skill nor talent, und employing 
a very stall portion of this young gentleman’s tine, he re- 
ceives a higher salary than miany of the Goyernors and 
other bign officers in the several States do! 

Another office specially «reated is that of the “ Smuth- 
sonian agent,” witua salary of $3,000 a year, and furnish- 
ing a Convenient -ojourn for a gentieman wishing to visit 
London. The duties of this place might as weil have 


| been discharged by ordinary correspondence. but at all 


events they are such as could justly be required at the 
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hands of our resident Minister at London, It cannot be 
overlooked that Kichard Rush was Secretary of the 'I rea- 
tury, und received the censure and condemnation of the 
Kevenchment Committee. And yet Mr.- Kush was ap- 
po.uted to the office of the Smithsonian agent. I willleave 
it for others tu apply what the Chairman of the Conmiittee 
on Ketrenchment suid at that duy, in debate, on this floor : 
** Whenever an office is 10 be hiled,” “even a zealous, 
constant, and fuiihful friend is compelled to yield to a 
mushrovinm apostute that may have been purchased but 
yesterday.” 

Let us next compare the Navy Department. Mr. South- 
urd, who was Secretary of the Navy in 1828, employed in 
tus Depurtyaent seven clerks, besides the chief’ clerk. 
The salary of the Secretary, und the compensation of the 
clerks und messeng-r+, amounted to. 17,250, The De- 
partment has been held fur many years, and is still man- 
uged by Mr. Dickerson, who was a Member of the Com- 
mittee in the Senate, trom whom came that famous report 
on Executive patronage, to which | first referred. He em- 
ploys eight clerks, besides the chief clerk; and his salary, 
with the compensation of. hig clerks and messengers, 
umounts to $18,500. And, at this very session, he de- 
mands more clerks, and an increase in the salary uf some 
of those he already lias. 

‘I be Committee censure Mr. Secretary Southerd for un- 
necessary expense in subscription for newspapers for the 
Department. ‘They specify, under this heud, 624 43 for 
three years. It now appears that Mr. Secretary Dicker- 
erson bas expended, fur newspapers and fashionable books, 
and lirerature of the times, in one year, $700; and inclu- 
ding similar expenses of the Navy Board, near $950. 

The Committee also condemn the practice of extra clerk- 
hire.. We find Mr. Dickerson not only employing three 
extra clerks, but, what is far more dangerous, paying extia 
nire ty one of the regular clerks in the Dey ent, en- 
Jvying, at the time, a salary of $1,760, but t whom is 
puid, *‘ for extra services as clerk,” the further sum of 
429 67, making his salary $2,189 67. Is nut this a ready 
mde fur providing fur a favorite ! 

The Commuitiee also specity the sum of $466 86 as paid 
by the Navy Department, in three yeurs, for printing, and 
condemn it as extravagant. 

The Blue Buok of 1337 shows the Navy Department, 
under the refurmer, Mi. Dickerson, to have puid $9,557 22 
lur printing in two years, 

The Committee also reported that a “ considerable sm, 
varying from 100 te $200, was annually expended by the 
Secretary of the Navy in the purchase of books tor his 
office, most of them having no appropriate relation to the 
naval service of the country, such us reviews, magazines, 
and other periedical publications, and the fashiunable litee 
rature of the day.” ‘This usage was, of course, tu be abol- 
ished, Hasitbeen? | beg leave to read a few items from 
ie, Sapeny Dickerson’s contingent expenses account 
for 1837 : 





2d volume Repertory of Patent Inventions ... $8 00 
2¢ do Southern Literury Messenger..... 5 00 
Onve-fourth Audubon's Bards . oo. ee. ee oe - 165 06 
RMPRNIS TUE « 0 2 6:06 0 6 0'0 0260 ane clam 5) 60 
No. 1, Indian Biog apby .... 6. ee ee ee ees 6 v0 
North Americuh Keview .. 2.2. eee eee. . 5 00 
No. 4, Indian Biography ........ . eee 800 
Une No. of American Seenery .......-- eee 7 

$250 00 


. 


Here is a display of the~‘‘ fashionable literature” in 
which Mi. Secretary Dickerson indulges himself and his 
clerks, at the publ.c expense. 1 wish the gen. lemsn from 
New-York, (Mr. @amBRELENG,) who aidet in concocting 
the :eport from whieh L have just quoted, would mfuim us 
** what appropriate relation” the books and reviews just 
mentioned have “ty the naval service !” But, what means 
the item “one-fourth of Audubow Birds?” Why, sir, t 
understand tha: neither of the tour Secretaries bemg wil- 
lung tu ** take the responsibility,” ** as a unit,” they agreed 
to divide it! ‘The cust tu the People is the same; it all 
comes frou the “ public coffers” And the mode of doing 
the thing provéithat the Secretaries felt that its expeai- 
ency end propri€ty were questionable, Ihave read seme- 
where, perfiups mw Sterne’s work-, an incident wiach most 
vappily ilustiates t is transaction. As | recelleet the 
story, the Abbess of Andouillets, and Margaretta, a novice, 
nade a Lith journeytogether, in au vehicle drawn Ly 
mules As the evening upprouched they were deserted by 
their muletecr, when uecending alii ‘The. mules pre- 
en.ly became stubburn and stopped, The travellers were 
greatly ulanwed, and in ther dijenuwa, the novice sud that 
there Were BVO Certuin words Which, she had been told, 
would force these aniwals on the moment tiny heard 
them; but then the words were sinful. ‘lhe novice was 
urged, and she gently whispered the words **b..uger” and 
“ft wer.” ‘the Abbess, in her distress, turned «a-utet, 
aud said they were only a venial or slight sin, wlich 
night be divided ; anv by taking haif and teaving the rest, 
w by taking vt all, and ameably halving it betwixt your- 
seli and another person, would become diluted inty we sin 
atall! Dhergtore, wy dear daughter, continued the Ab- 
vess, | will say duu, and thou shalt say ger; and thou shult 
say fou, aud I wall say ter. Acvordigly, the Abbess giv- 
lng the pitch note on dou, Margaretie responded ger ; Sar 
guretta continued with fow and the Abvess drawled cut 
der ; but still tae mules stood, They dymot understand 
us, cried Margaretta; but the devil dues, said the Abbess, 
Aud, | think, Mr. Speaker, that these reforming Secretus 
ries wall find that they are understood in the.r patent io. @ 
of reiorm, and, particulariy, that the Feople wall not be 





gulleu into an approval uf an unauthorized expenditure by 
Gividug sts amount ainong the Departmente, 
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By this time,4 think it is apparent that the duty devolves 
on the gentleman froin New-York, (Mr. CaMBRELENG,) 
not ouly te account for his voting against the measure in 
regard to the ution o bers, but also why it is 
that “ a judicious system of reform” has not been institu- 
ted by “his friends,the Executive officers themselves” that 
the country might realize what was promised by-the gentle- 
man’s report——*‘ a reduction of one-third of the number ot 
clerks in the several Departments, with safety to the pub- 
lic interest.” 

We will now look to the Post Office Department. The 
General Post Office, as it wasthen called, had the goud 
fortune not only to escape the censure, but to enlist the 
praise, of thut fault-finding era. 1 leave it with those who 
were familiar with the motives and political currents of 
that day, to account for this, The Committee said of it-- 
“« The efficiency of this branch of the public service is in a 
condition highly improved and improving.” My. first re- 
mark on this Js, that the Post Office Department passed 
into the hands of General Jackson in a healthy and efficient 
state. A few years, under this reform, reduced it to chaos 
and insolvency. The details of its mismanagement have 
been long since proved. ‘I'he evidence is on file here and 
in the Senate, with the reports of the several Committees 
appointed to investigate its abuses. I refer gentlemen to 
the files, and will not dwell on the various abuses which 
were designated and established. Their enormity, coupled 
with the fact of thek orrowing money on public account 
by the Postmaster General, without law or authority, 

armed the country, But bad as all this was, and used, 
az the pecuniary patronage had been, to confer persunal 
benefits on favorites, until the disorder and insolvency of 
the Department became apparent, still the political uses 
which had been made of the appointment patronage were 
not diszlosed, and now never will be. ‘I'he preseut Post- 
master General, Amos Kendall, teils us in his account of 
the lat€ destruction of that Department by fire, that all the 
books, papers, and files of the Department were saved, 
except the “‘file:” of the ‘appointment office,” and that 
these were destroyed ! 

In the first six years of General Jackson’s Administra- 
tion, about 1,30U Pustmusters were removed from office, 
and, in most of the cases, withuut the assignment of any 
cause. When certain Members of the Committees of the 
Senute and House, appointed in 1833-4, to investigate the 
abuses of that Depurtment, attempted to get at the hles and 
correspondence of this ‘* Appointment Office,” with a view 
to ascertain and report whethner-the reasons for these remu- 
vals were prompted by high and just public considerations, 
or by mere party political expediency, they were denied 
the right by the head of the Department, and by the friends 
of the Administration, who composed a majority on one of 
those Committees! Was not this inquiry just? 1 refer 

ou, sir, to Mr. Benton’s famous report and bill providing 
or the disclosure of reasuns in case of removal from 
office. 1 refer you, Mr. Speaker, tv your own remarks, 
and tothose of your triends, in the debate on Mr. Saun- 
ders’s resolution, which I have already quoted. But, 
above all, | reter you to the remarks of the illustrious Madi- 
son, unrivalled as he was in the knowledge of the letter 
and spirit of our Constitution and Laws, and in purity 
and honesty of purpose. As eurly as 1789, in the memo- 
rable dehate on the power of the Executive to remove 
from office, he not only. denied the right to exercise this 
power capriciously, and without assigning adequate rea- 
sons, but he thought it would be such a bold assumption 
of lawless power, that he thus expressed himself: ‘ 1 own 
it is an.abuse of power which exceeds my imagination, 
and of which | can furm no rationa. ption.’ 

But when Mr. Van Buren and Mr. tou (both of whom 
were on the Committee which reported the bill to prevent 
the abuse uf this patronage of appointment) came into 

wer, they changedstheir tone, if not their principles, 

movals from uftice ediately followed, and they deny 
aay obligation to assign reasons! Is it not strange, too, 
hay, is it pot mysterious, that, in the conflagration of the 
Post Office, the only papers and files destroyed should be 
thyse relating to the exercise, if not the se, of the pow- 
er of removal froin office—the very papers which the’ Post- 
masier General refused to suffer the Committee of Iuvesti- 
gation tu examine ? ; 

I said Mr. Van Buren changed his tone on this subject. 
I will at once prove it. The journal of the Senate siuws 
that he was.one of the Select Couanittce who reported the 
bill already reterred to. He entered the office uf Secretary 
of State with the commencement of General Jackson's 
Adwimstration One of his first official acts was the re- 
moval of a weriturious clerk fiom his office in that De- 
pertmpente and a positive refusal to assign any reason for 
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wl entleman removed is now a member of the 
House, (Mr. Stave, ot Verment,) and the voice of tie 
People has sustumed him whom the despousm of Execu- 
tive patronage suught to destroy. —- 
manner in Which this patronage is abused, and the 
i and almost. telegraphic despatch with which the 
wires of party inuchinery are feit throughout and trow the 
must distunt parts of Union, may ve imagmed after 
this laconic 


note, written by Mr. Van Buren, soon 


entering on the of Secretary of State, to a gen- 
tienen elonisians : r : 


Loa 2.8 ** WasuinaTton, April 20, 1929. - 

gee ams gd have ‘he honor of acknowlrdging the.re- 
ceipt:of your letter of “he 2ist ult. and v! inforuung you that Ue 
is yOu recomm nded were myde oi 


eee erste, friend, 


me taf ee “M. VAN BUREN.” 
Aud, v0 far from being willing to reduce the number o1 
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clerks in his Department, as the People were induced to 
believe would be done, Mr. Van Buren, when called on 
for that purpose, saw the whole affair through a new me- 
dium, and replied ; ‘* My cupinion is, that there can be no 
reduction in the number of officers employed in the De- 
partment, (of State,) without detriment to the public in- 
terest! !’ And yet the Retrenchment Committee, when 
Mr. Clay was in that Department, reported “ that~ the 
felt s~tisfied that, had the officer at its headconcurred with 
them in the opinion, they might have presented a plan for 
not only a gradual reduction of the number of clerks, but 
for an actual increase in the efficiency of their labors.” 

But other discrepancies between the profession and prac- 
tice of these reformers remain to be noticed. It will be 
found that the report of the gentleman from New-York, 
(Mr. Cambreleng,)- and his friends, comdemned “ the prac- 
tice introduced by the Secretaries of the Departments, of 
sending the reports of their clerks, or heads of bureaus, 
instead of condensing them, and making them substan- 
tially their own communication.” This practice, if bad, 
has never been corrected, but is daily indulged in by all 
the Departments, as the answers to the calls and resolu- 
tions of this House abundantly show. But a still more re- 
markable commentary follows. When the Department of 
War passed into the hands of John H. Eaton, «: zealous re- 
furmer, he, too, was called upon to-carry out hia Retrench- 
ment System, and reduce the number of his clerks, in ful- 
filment of the public expectation, which he and others had 
excited, ‘To the surprise of all, he referred the subject to 
the clerks themselves / and here, sir, is his reply : 

“ War DepaRTMENT, Jan. 27, 1830. 

“ Srr—I have the honor to luy before you reports from the 
séveral bureaus connected with the War Department, on the 
subject of u resolution of the dth inst. referred to me by the 
Committee on Retrenchment. Respectfully 

“Jj. H. EATON.” 


“ Cuarves A. Wick.irre, Esq.” 


These bureaus, so far from agreeing to part with any of 
their escutcheons, actually ask for an additional supply ! 
Thus ended the farce ! 

Another Precept.—-This retrenchment report alleged 
that our diplomatic relations and foreign intercourse were 
unnecessarily expensive, and recommended “a fixed ap- 
propriation tur the contingencies of each mission,” in no 
case exceeding $600, (annually,) to cover the expenses of 
stationary, postage, office, clerk hire, and all other contin- 
gencies whatsoever. 

Let us see the practice. Andrew Stevenson, our Minis- 
ter at.London, is allowed for these contingencies, includ- 
ing ‘‘ presents to the menial officers and servants of the 
Court, and others, on his presentation, and at Christmas,” 
$2,098 56, in the space of about a year! The like ex- 
penses of nearly all our other foreign missions are in cor- 
respondent ratio. 

Profession.—The grade of our Foreign Ministers was to 
be reduced in some instances, especially that at Madrid, 
to a Charge, with a salary of $4,500. 

Practice.—A Ministry Plenipotentiary has been kept at 
Madiid constantly, and John H. Eaton is now there on a 
salary of $9,000, having also received his outfit of the 
same amount. And during the last session of Congress an 
attempt was made to increase the salaries of all our foreign 
Ministers!! Who could have anticipated this from an 
Administration that proclaimed on this floor, (at least one 
of its must powerful and influential supporters, the late 
Mr. Randolph, who joined in the cry of Retrenchment 
here proclaimed, and what he said received the full appro- 
bation of ‘‘ the party :’’) 

“So long as Members of Congress and not of this House 
only or chiefly, will bow, and cringe, and duck, and fuwn, and 
get out of the way ata pinching vote, or lend a heiping hand, 
at a pinching vote, to obtain these places, I never will consent 
to enlarge Whe sulury attached to them. We are told that they 
live at St, Petersburgh and London, and that living there ts very 
expensive. Well, sir, Who sent them there?) Were they im- 
pressed, sir? Were they taken Ly a press-gang on ‘Tower-Hill 
knocked down, hand-cuffed, chucked on bourd of a tender, and 
told that they niust take the pay and rations which His Majesty 
was pl dd to ullaw 2” 

Now T appeal to you, Mr. 7. if the moral applica- 
tion of these remarks has not been justly telt “ in Congress, 
and not in this House only or chiefly,” under the retrench- 
vent and reform Administration 7 

Another Precept of the Reforming Report.—The Com- 
nittee thought this mode of ** appointing and compensat- 
ng bearers of despatches liable to strong objections, prune 
.o degenerate into q species of favoritism little short of a 
convenient mode of sending favorites abroad to travel for 
-heir pleasure, health, or instruction, out of the public col- 
iers. 

l'ractice.—The President and his Secretary of State, 
voth Jackson Reformers, now take a favorite clerk of the 
state Department, whose salary at the time was at the 
cate of $1,760 per year, send him as bearer of despatches 
.o Mexico, and, four ubout three months’ service, pay hin, 
1,212 88, and suffer rim also tu draw his clerk’s salary tu 
the period of his absence. For this | refer you to the case 
ow t. Greenhow, who is the translating clerk of tha: 
wepartnient ; all the fucts of the case being stated. in the 
ceports of the Secretary. He excuses this transaction hb 

aying, that the translutions which were required duriug 
tir. Greenkww’s absence were made at his expense. |. 
aight be well to inquire whether any trauslatious were re- 
juared durmg that period, and why also it would not have 
een as quite as well to discontinue the salary for the time, 
.ad let tue Government pay tar any translutions. whici. 
vere needed. But do we not here distinctly realize wha, 
he retrenchment report condemned inthese words: “ thu: 
an actual incumbent is considered to have such a sort o1 





property in the office as to enable him to farm out its dy. 
ties, and tu receive a part of its reyenues fi i 
pam es Pp or doing noth. 

Another illustration of this “‘ convenient mode of send} 
favorites abroad,” ‘out of the public coffers,” is g 
the same list of contingent expenses of foreign intere 
I allude to the case of Mr. Charles Biddle, who, when no. 
minated by Gen, Jackson for a judgeship in Florida, was 
rejected by the Senate. 

After this rejection, Mv. Biddle was despatched bythe 
Executive to Central America and New Grenada, ym 
service he rendered we know not; but it appears that for 
this mission an allowance of $7,122 94 had been made, 
Mr. Charles Biddle is the same gentleman who had a ¢op. 
pap af with Mr. Senator Grundy, in which the devotion 
of the latter to Gen. Jackson was questioned. We Jean 
by one of the printed documents, occasioned by thatidis. 
pute, that the Senator, for the purpose of proving himself 
to be what is called a ‘ whole-hog Jackson man,” said be 
** had swallowed the hog, not only whole, but wrong enj 
foremost, taking the bristles against the grain; had 
gone for all Gen. Jackson’s bob-tail nominations, even to 
Charles Biddle.” 

You may remember, Mr. Speaker, that great fault was 
found with Mr. Clay for an allowance to John Hy bles. 
sants, who was employed as bearer of despatches, andset 
out on his voyage, but, being taken ill, was obliged 
abandon it, though he caused his despatches to be 
delivered. In the account which I am now examiningyye 
find the sum of $1 522 72, paid by Mr. Forsyth, the Seane 
tary of State, to Eleazer Early, sent with despatcheppy 
our Charge d’Affaires at Bogota, but which were nevede. 
livered. The sickness of Mr. Pleasants ‘urnished 
liation, in the minds of the reformers, for the paymenitmaie 
to him, though he caused his despatches to be safely-del- 
vered, Yet these same gentlemen find ample preteztin 
the alleged ogy of Mr. Early, to pay him $311 35f 
expenses, $527 37 for clothing, bedding, and books, lost o 
abandoned by him, and $714 for one hundred and ‘nine 
teen days’ compensation, at $6 per day, though hisides 
patches were never delivered ! i 

At this same time, tuo, Mr. Early appears to have ben 
receiving a salary of $1,500 a year as Librarian ofthe 
House of Representatives!! It would seem that Mr 
cretary Forsyth is not a stranger to this ‘‘ convenient mode 
of sending favorites abroad, to travel for their pleasure, 
health or instruction, out of the public coffers.” 

1 also find that $2,215 are charged for contingent ex 
penses of William k. Barry, late Minister to Spain. Now, 
sir, it is well known that Mr. Barry never reached Spain, 
but died on his way there. He, of course, received th 
usual salary and outfit; and I am at a loss to know: what 
contingent expenses, incurred by him, could justly be 
charged to the United States, nt 

There appears, also, to have been paid to John RyOlay, 
in 1836, $3,381,41, as ‘‘ compensation for certain - 
tic services.” This gentleman, at that time, held theplace 
of Secretary of Legation at St. Petersburgh, with a salary 
of $2,000 a year, and the payment tohim of the further 
sum of $3,381,41 may be justly questioned. : 

Other items, indicative of extravagance or favoritim 
may be seen in this contingent expense account of foreign 
miasions, but I will not stop to specify them. 

It will also be found that, in the days of this ‘ searching 
operation” and “reform,” the standing Committee of ths 
House on the expenditures of the several departments, at- 
tended to their vocation. But, very svon after Genenl 
Jacksun came into power, these Committees became 
much a matter of mere form that the chairman of oneal 
thern declared here, during the Jast Congress, he had never 
even thought it worth his while to convene his Committer, 
und he appeared quite surpriscd, or at all events quite 
amused, that any inquiry was expected to be made: int 
gard to the expenses of these departments! | This stated 
things forms a strong contrast with the report made here 
in April, 1828, by Mr. Blair of Tennessee, «chairman of the 
Committee on Public Accounts and Expenditures isthe 
State Department. Ile, you know, Mr. Speaker, wast 
Jackson reformer; like the Select Committee, he 
every thing wrong, and prumised to correet it, The por 
chase ot books, the employment of a librarian, and many 
other one were censured—even the right to purchases} 
print or likeness of Gen. Washington, to be suspen 
the Department, was questioned. Hew stands the matt 
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now? Why, lurge sums of mouey are yearly ex 
tor the library of the State Departnent, and many 
purchased, which are certainly unnecessary. 
Besides the purchase of books, periodicals, and newepr 
pers, made for this bepariment by its disbursing agewtal 
uome, there was expended in Londen, during Jast yearyftr 
similar objects, nearly $500. A librarian is em foyed, a 
salary of $1,540, equal to that paid to the librarian 
he great public library of ( ongress, All this too, sw,/ur 
ier the uuspices of pentlemen who said that this part 
he expenses of that Lepurtment was censuruble, and ough! 
to be dispensed with, as all the officers of the Governmelt 
. uuld weil avail thentselyes of the pyblic library at the Cr 
pitol, But, Mr. Speaker, the times changed, ani Mr/Vat 
suren and Mr, Forsyth changed with them. The Statt 
Department is. now laid off mto grand divisions. Wh 
Vir. Clay had charge of it, the Blue Book exhibiteda 
vf a dozen names, all under the head of clerks. 0 
hese acted as translator fur the Depurtnent, and his 
cy was $1,150; another paid out the funds, and. was chat, 
sd with the contingent expense accounts, and he 
31,150. How soon is all this simplicity and economy? 
gotten! The Blue. Book of last year, divides ti §-L 
ment ii.to a Diplomatic Bureau,” a‘ Consular buresy 
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a Home tsureau,” a “ Translator,” whose salary is $1,- 
760, a-“‘ Disbursing Agent,” whose salary is $1,595, a ** Li- 
brarian,” whose salary is $1,540, a **Keeper of the Ar- 
chives,” whose salary is $1,540, and gives one man $960 
a year for “ packing, filing, arranging and preserving news- 
pers aud printed documents, his is done by that 
boasted “ democratic party” which affects such holy horror 
at any appearance of what they call “ aristocratic gran- 
deur.” If the Turk, whose letters are found in Sal naguu- 
di, had seen this display of “Bureaus” in the State De- 
partment, he would have been better justified in his admi- 
ration at the “‘ grand and magnificent scale on which these 
Americans transact “their business.” But I have yet to 
add, that those who questioned the right of the State De- 
tment to purchase a print of the immortal beng one 
ve-used the money of the people to buy prints of Gene- 
ral Jackson, and now of Martin Van Buren, for almost eve- 
ty room in each uf the Departments | ! 
Mr. Speaker, during this *‘ searching operation,” and 
captious fault-finding, every petty expense ot the several 








~ we be astonished at any opinion of his, unless 


ents was looked upon with open censure. I well 
remember that an item of some few dollars paid a laborer 
for destroying the which was growing between the 
bricks.of the paved walk leading to the State Department, 
was held _ public view asa piece of aristocratic extrav- 
agance, Now, sir, suppose I were to cite to you many 
similar and equally, if aot more vbjectionable charges in 
the nt accounts of these Departments—such as cash 
for clearing the snow off the pavements, so that Mr. 

th need not wet his feet; “ $90 a quarter.for labor,” 

“$54 for sundries,” “$16 for work,” without stating what 
bur or work. It might have been for killing grass, or 
raising vegetables for the Srcretarv. The term “sundries,” 
may conceal the same things, and the curious might in- 
ire what use was made of the fire-proof paint for which 
78 a by the Secretary of State. But the money 
is well laid out, if it will preserve the edifice | And it is to 
be regretted that the Secretary of the ‘I'reasury and the 
Post-master General had not inade similar purchases iv 
time to save their respective buildings. Penknives and 
scissors, by the dozen and half dozen, are purchased for 
the Secretary of State, who also pays a clerk to go to Bual- 
timore to collect a draft. An item of $100 paid to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury for the transportation of money ; 
but how much money, or from whence, or where trans- 
ported, we know not. ‘This last charge is a kind of fore- 
taste of the hard’ money Sub-Treasury system, by which, 
instead uf transmitting the funds of the Government by 
means of the cheap, safe and rapid system of exchange 
which prevailed before the banks were ‘ debauched” by 
Mr. Kendall, the public money 1s now to be wagoned over 
the country at great expense and hazard, and always with 


The Jate eminent and virtuous Attorney-General, Will- 

Yan Wirt, did not escape the censure of these indetatiga- 
blereformers. He had rendered some professional servi 
vesin which the United States were interested, but which 
were not such as lis official station charged upon him.-- 
For this service an inconsiderable sum was paid to him but 
its propriety was questioned. The sulary of the Attorney- 
General was then $3,500, and he was allowed $800 for a 
clerk. How stands the case now? The salary of Mr. Ben- 
jamin F, Butler, the present Attorney-General, is $4,000, 
and in 1834 he was paid $4,150,19 for compensation, be- 
sides being allowed $1,300 for a clerk and messenger, and 
$500 for the contingent expenses of his office. The same 
additional allowance and charge, amounting together tu 
$1,800 is made in 1835. Independent of the increased sal- 
ary and the enlarged provisiun fur a messenger, whence 
comes Mr. Butler's right to charge an excess of $150,19 fur 
compensation, besides $500 for contingent expenses? In 
the year 1836 we heard nothing of contingent expenses, 
but a provisiun of $1,407 is made for his clerk and messen- 
ger, and for Mr. Butler’s com; jun that year he re- 
ceived $4,332 when his salary w ly $4,000. Why was 
this excess of $332 paid to him? He appears to have been 
used as a sort of Caleb Quotem. He has been allowed to 
enjoy the salary of his own office and that of the Secretary 
of War at one and the same time, being at the rate of $10, 
000 per year, pursuing too his profession, and receiving its 
emuluments. No wonder we see in him “ the complying 
Jaw officer of the crown.” When did he ever give an 
opinion contrary to the wish of the President, if he knew 
what that was? Let me give an illustration. 


As the story is told, when the Baltimore Rail-road was 
about to be located at-its termination in this city, the coni- 
_ pany consulted Mr. Butler on sonie = as.to the right of 
ie. ander their charter. After full deliberation, his pro- 
ional opinion was obtained in writing. It happened 
that General Jackson felt some concern aint the Jocation 
ofthis right of way, and he expressed an opinion on the 
same point, requiring a-termination of the road which the 
company did fot wish, and which Mr. Butler had advised 
them they need not adopt. General Jackson wa; furnish- 
ed with Opinion of the Attorney General ; but instead 
of yieiding, he endorsed wn it, “‘ Mr. Butler has not exam- 
ined this case with his usual care ; let this paper be refer- 
red back to him, with a cupy of the charter for his re-ex- 
amination,” In due time, sir, the Attorney-(ieneral agrees 
with tue President, and gives an opinion in conformity 
with that which Gen. Jackson had expressed ! 
er § this, Mr. Speaker, we need not be surprised at the 
n ypinion of Mr. Butler, given as a fuundation or jus- 
tiftation for General Juckson to pocket, the bill repealing” 
‘the 'Preasury Circular, and which bad _ both Houses 
réss almost by acclamation. Nor, indeed, should 





he should ty to aid him in proving that refurui is not an empty soun: 
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CONGRESS—MR. BOND’S SPEECH ON RETRENCHMENT. 


have happened to give one different froin wual he supposed 
the President wanted. 

I wish now to take a few comments on the professions 
and practice of Mr, Amos Kendall, late Fourth Austisor, 
and now Postmaster-(ieneral. This gentleman. you know, 
sir, was an eleventh hour Jackson man. He,*however, 
was among the first who got office: and immediately after 
his appointment, a letter of his is published, in which, af- 
ter belting himselt and a few triends up as having been 
persecuted, he exclaims, ‘‘ what has Heaven dune? So 
disposed of events as to make Burry Postmastet Genera , 
and myself a mere hunible Auditor ” As tou Mr. Barry, no 
matter ** what events” made him lostmaster-General, we 
know thut under a | management that department was de- 
ranged and rendered insolvent, 

thut now for this “ humble Auditor.” or, as from his own 
question he is sometimes called ‘: this Heaven-born Amos.’ 
If history does him justice, it will be found that he desired 
office under Mr. Clay, which it not being in the power of 
the latter to provide, Mr. Kendall espouseu the cause of 
Gen. Jackson. 

In this letter of Mr, Kendall, he says : 

“ Ifeel bound by my obligations to my country, and by the 
pledges so often repeated by all the principal men of our party, 
to promote, with all my talenta and industry, the reforms 
which the People demand. I will prove that our declarations 
have not be:n hollow pret Besides, I hold the interfe- 
rence of Federal Ufficers with State politics, to be improper in 
principle.” 

For the reform under this last paragraph, I refer you to 
Mr. Kendal,’s letters and toasts, sent to various political 
meetings and dinners throughout the country, for a few 
years past, on the eve of State elections. 

When Mr. Kendal! entered upon the duties of his Audi- 
tor’s office, he caused to be published in the United States 
Telegraph, the then official organ, a letter, in which he 
says, ‘ Phe intetest of the eottntry demands that this office 
shall be filled with men of business, and not with a, 
politicians.” Sir, the whole letter was the work of a baé- 
bling politician, expressly designed for political and dem- 





agugue ends, which the writer, in the same breath, said | 


- had quit and left for others. 1 will read a few passages 
rom It, 

‘In five daysI have returned to the Post Office-twent 
letters and three pamphlets, enclosed to the Fourth Audi- 
tor, and directed to caer persons!” How long after this 
letter, was it before Mr. Kendall, for the purpose of build- 
ing up the Globe newspaper, and the fortune of his friend 
Francis P. Blair, (another eleventh-hour Jackson man 
whom he haa brougit from his former residence at Frank- 
fort, Kentucky,) .sent under his frank to Kentucky, and 
perhaps elsewhere, the prospectus of this newspaper ? 

Iu that saine letter Mr. Kendall also says: 

“ Upon entering this officeun Monday last, one of the first ob- 
jects which struck my eye wasa pile of newspapers on my ta- 
bie. Among them | counted sixteen different newspaperggall of 
which | was told were subscribed for by the Fourth Auditor, 
and paid for out of the T, easury.” 

He sent them back, as he then stated, with a note to each, 
of which the fullowing is a copy : 
Treasury DeraRtMENT, 
Fourts Avpiror s.Orrice, March 24, 1829, 

Sir: Not believing that lam authorized to charge the Gov- 
ernment with subscriptions to. newspapers and other publica- 
tions which are not useful to me in the discharge of my official 
duties, and not perceiving thatl can derive uny assistance from 
your journal in settling the accounts of the United States Navy, 
I have to request that you will discontinue sending it to this of- 
fice. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AMUS KENDALL, 

Here, Mr. Speaker, is a fine display of the ‘ pride, pomp 
and circumstance’ of office, if not of official insolence. But 
yesterday, he was himself the editor and publisher of a pa- 
per; he next appears, in his own language, an “ humble 
Auditor.” But, sir, does not the letter just read, show 
that he had forgotten his humility, and become puffed up 
with official consequence ? 

Why did he not simply tell his brother editors, in brief 
and respectful language, that he had discontinued the sub- 
scription for their paper ? : 

But a further thought is suggested by this letter of Mr. 
Amos Kendall, and his reasons for disvoatinuing newspa- 
per subscriptions. He is now Postmaster Genefal, Sup- 
pose we luok at the statement of the contingent expenses 
of his office for the last year. Do you think we shall find 
uny newspaper subscriptions there, * paid. for out ef the 
‘Treasury!’ Listen to a few items. . 
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Three copies of the Daily Globe!!! ..... 2.02206 30.0 
Richmond Enquirer ....... er ee cece tense OP 


Sundry others which I will not stop to name; the whole 
number being twenty or upwards, aud the total subscrip- 
tion within a small tractief of $200! He was frightened 
at a pile of 16 sewspapers, but he can now take 20 at a 
dose ! Can it be possible that a man who came into office, 
declaring, like the Pharisee of old, that ‘ he was like 
other men,” and would even ‘tithe, mint, and c in,” 
begins already to “neglect the weightier matters of the 
law?” What becomes of his inflated promise ‘te prove” 
thut his “declarations had not been hol tences 7” 
Of what value@vas his declaration made is letter be- 
fore'reterred to, and in which, he says, “‘ Vain I may be, 
proud Iam, that the President has given me an opportuni. 
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and is not to apply merely to a chunge of men!” Why, 
sir, | quote as u reply to these questions, his. own worls in 
another passage of his own letter: * "Fhe world will know 
him at last, and assign him his true rank.” “ Truth is om- 
nipotent, and public justice certain,” : é 

Among Mr. Kendall’s reforms may be mentioned his 
leading agency in the removal of the public «leposites from 
the Bunk of the United States. To effect this, he car 
on a system of ‘billing and coving,” With the State be 
and, in the language of a certain Senator, (Mr. Benton} 
+ debnuched jon Yes, sit, dehauch is the word, 
apply it to the Government and banks, though the Senatot 
thought the People had been debauched, and applied it ta 
them. For this work of “‘ debauch” which proved so seri- 
ous a curse to the country, this agent was employed thirty 
two days, and was paid for his service the eum of $316,11, 
being abvut ten dollars a day for a job which has oveusion- 
ed much of the embarrassment under whicn the country 
now labors. He gotten dullars a day for doing this injury 
to the Public—a hard-working laborer finds it difficultto 
get his dollar a day. But stil, Mr. Kendall belongs to the, 
“Democratic party,” and whilst he received his ten 
a day for that sab he alsu received the regular salary of 
his office. This appears to be an establishe:! usage of this 
Administration. ‘The case of the Attorney-General has 
been already mentioned; The reports from the Depart- 
ments show several other cases, though I will now only 
add that of t e Commissioner of Indian Affairs, who. was 
for a while acting Secretary of War, and exe Se peri- 
od drew the salaries of buth offices, being at rate 04 
$9,000 a year. 

But, Mr. Speaker, no man better knows all the uses of 
office than Mr. Kendall I have read a political tract writ- 
ten I think, by Dean Swift, entitled somewhat in this way; 
‘“‘The convenience of a place at Court, or a sure mode of 
providing garments for a whole family.” Mr, Kendall up- 
pears to understand the ‘* modus operandi” of this matter., 
The printed list of clerks in his Department, exhibits h 
father-in-law and two nephews, with salaries of $1,000, 
$1,200, and $1,400; and thus we see a family provision 
of nearly $10,000 a year, inciuding his own salagy. But 
Mr. Kendall is not the only officer who thus takes care of 
his vwn househeld. If provision of this kind.be evidence 
of “faith,” few of thein will be found “ infidels.” 
President’s son has an office which | have already men- 
tioned, uf $1.5002 year. The Secretary of State’s sun, 
until very lately, held the place ot District Attorney in Al- 
abama. "A near relation, by marriage, of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, has a comfortable annuity of $1,400, in the 
Navy Department; another holds the sepouerent of naval 
officer in Boston, witha salary of $3, r year, besides 
being President of the Lafayette Bank of that city ; and a 
a is the Cashier  f Frgakie a at abet city, 
which became a special pet under the pet bank system,.- 
These gentlemen goes e excellent Sub-Treasu- 
rers | 

Mr. Bond said, when the proposition for retrenchment 
was under consideration here in 1828, the friends of Mr. 
Adams, by way of proving that he and they desired every 
just economy and reform, pointed to his Message recom- 
mending it. How were they answered? Why, sir, Mr. 
Ingham, who soon afterwards was made Secretary of the 
Treasury, aaid it was indeed true that the Meseage did, re- 
commend it, but he wanted to see nwre tice and 
profession im this matter. There were no specified reforms 
found in the Message ; he could only find thére one 0 
thuse formal recommendations, which were as unmean- 
ing, he said, as the words; “ your humble servant,” at-the 
foot of a letter. Mr. Randolph, in the same qanen, 
used this language, on the subject of retrenchment an 
reform : 

“The Presidentidid recommend them in one of those lofty 
generalities with ich all sermons, political or — 
abound; which be printed in blank, like law provess, a 
filled as occasion’ wight require. But sir, (said br,) I am Yor 
looking at the practices, and not at the precepts of the parson, 
politicul or religious.” ; 

Mr. Bond said this rule of Mr. 
just; it was thus shown, too, to be avowed by f 
istration, and he was bage to judge them by their, own 
rule, and thought. to this they. ought not to object. He 
would leave ivagahe House and to the people to say wheth- 
er the “practices” of this Administration “ had conformed 
tu their precepts.” ‘ 7 

Was the recommendation in General dackson’s inaygu- 
ral address ond’ of those ‘“‘lufiy generalities” jnst spoken of 
and defined by Mr. Randolph? The * Unit Cabinet” must 
have lust the art of reading, otherwise ** reform” was.not 
quite so ‘legibly inscribed” asthe General imagined. That 

tronage of the Federal Government which was said tobe. 

ruught into conflict with the freedom of State jans, 
has greatly increased, and js still unrestrained in the same 
conflict. ; 
The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Bell) bas for years 
labored to bring this House t» the conmideratign.ol a bill 
to secure the freedum of elections, and.thus carry into.ef- 
tect the recommendation of General Jacksun’s inaugural 
address, Able as that gentleman is, and fry gs ng hevhas.,... 
been in his efforts. the. aneasure proposed by : has re 
ceived the frowns instead of the favor. of this Administra 
tion. e and the venerable Senator from the same. State,, 
(Mr. White,) were the early anddevoted friends of G ’ 
ral Jackson, and they still desi carry into posses a 
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description of this growing phalanx aad its powerul meer 
tive tu action. | wiil draw on hign authority. A member 
of the Senate, (Mr Grundy,) a zea'ous friend of Genera 
Jack«on, the evidence of which has been already given nh 
his own worda, hell this Junguage, when aiming to pul. 
dowa the oll A.dnmistration: ‘ Waen I see an office- 
holder interfering in elections, it has occurred to me that 
he was L.aking of his salary, and is, therefore, an unfit ad- 
viser athe people ” 

Mr. Speaker, that which occurred to Mr, Grundy, no 
doubs oftea occurred 10 you at the same period. ‘The pro- 
position is a very nuurel one, and f think that recent 
eveats have strengibened, rather than impuired its truth. 
But t beg the further indulgence of the House, while | 
read what another distingui he! friend of Gen ral Jackson 
siil, When debating the subject of retrench nent and re- 
forin on this fiver. T allude to Me Buchanan, new a Sen- 
ator from Penn<yivania, and w ts his eentinued and grow- 
ing devotion tu the party, what he said will certainly be 
consi fered “ orthodox.” I find by that debate, that he 
said st Wag well known “That when a man is once ap- 
pointed to office, all the selfi-h passions ot his mature are 
eali.ted fer the pu: pose of retaining it. ‘The office-holdere 
(said-hejare the e, listea sotaiers of that Ad:ninistratiun by 
whielt they are sustaine.), ‘Their coinfortable existence 
often depends upon the re-election of their patron. Nor 
does disappointment long rankle in the hearts of the disap- 
pointed. Hope. is still left to them; and bearing disup- 
pointinent with patience, they know will preseut new 
claims to office at a future time.” 

This passage of Mr. Buchanan’s speech proves him to 
have been.an observer of men and thiugs and tamiiiar with 
the leading principles of human action. He dreaded the 
consequences of the sellish spirit of the office-holder, and 
induced the country to believe that Gen, Jackson and his 
frienits would provide a suitable restraint upon it. But 
fear, sir, the People will be left to cenciu-le that this gen- 
tleman is one of th sse ‘ political parsons’ described by Mr. 
Ran-tolph, whose ‘ practices’ do not correspond with his 
‘ precepts.’ It is certain that under the favorite Adininis- 
utleman anid his friends, the office-hulders 
have received new life instead of a check. But I must 
yet point out another discrepancy between Mr. Buchan- 
an’s profession and practice. In the same debate he re- 
viewed with censure, several of the foreign mis-ions, that 
to Russia included ; and particularly condemned any prac 
tice allowing 2 minister to “return after one year’s ub- 
sence,” Hts language is, *‘ It such a practice should pre- 
vail, our ministers, in violation of the spirit of the existing 
law, will receive, by adding she outfit to the salary, $18, 
000 instead of $Y,000, tor one yeur’s service.” Tam,” 
said he * against the practice.” -'lhis, Mr. Speaker, was 
his precept Bout, sir, in a brief spacewf time, afier ccn- 
demning and saying “ £ am agnnd lle practice.” we seé 
him take the bounty and become one ot the “ enlisteu svl- 
diers” whom he had descrived, difilige on a foreign mission 
to Russia, where, afier staying “ua twelve-month and a 
day.” he pockets the ‘ $18,000 instead of 49,000, for a 
year’s service,” and comes home! 

This seems ta be an appropriate time to compare the 
precepts anid practice of Mr. ttandolph, tov, whe said he 
“ was for 'voking at the practices, and not the precepts ot 
the purson, politisal or religious.” In that sume debate, 
Mr. Randulph said he “ could nu: permit any motion con- 
netted with the division of the spoil, to mingle with his 
exertions.” He would not, he said, give up his constitu- 
ents amd the pleasures of his home for a clerkship in the 
War Office, or a foreign mission ; or even for a Depart- 
ment of State.” He said ‘‘there had been au improve- 
ment in the plan of senting ministers abruad and bringing 
them back when they have finished their business ; tor 
said hie, “they are now sent abroad on sleeveless errand=, 
that they may come back re-infecta, tv pockevpheir emol- 
uments.” ° 2 @ 

Mr. Speaker, the Greeks and Romans both it to be 
a highly usélul, but exceedingly difficult matter, to knuw 
one’s self. Modern history agd our own times, add new 
force to the truth of that bso. I do not at all question 
the perfect sincerity of M1. Randolph when he uttered the 
sentinents; but great as he may have been, and skilful as 
he professed to be, and no doubt was, in the motives of 
humau uetiun, afier events proved how little he knew of 
himself. 2 

Sir, we soon found Mr. Randolph giving up his constit- 
uents, and leaving all the boasted endearments of his dis- 
trict, fur a foreign missibu to Russin, where, so fyr as any 
public advantage resulted from it, he emphatically went on 
a “‘slee errand,” and *‘ cume back re-iafecta, tu pocka 
et his efnolu nents!” Indeed, Chis mission to Russia seems 
to have been speedily dedicated bs “ the party,” to short 
terms of *ix and twelve months, for the advantage of some 
of the." enlisted soldiers” described by Mr. Buchanan. In 
this way the cost of that mission hus been inurdin .tely 
increased ; and it is high time that this drain vf the Trea- 
6urs, for private benefit, should be checked. 

Mr. Buud said it was not to be disguised that many of 
the pohticians who engaged in the debate and strife of the 
times to which he had ulluded, had been surprised, if not 
disappointed, by events whicts soon fullowed. A singuimr 
exch wnge of position hus taken place between two of these 
gentlesen When the retrenchment resolution was dis- 
cussed, a friend of the then Administrtion, Mr. Pearce vl 
Rhode Island, took ground, not in terms, but somewhat 
similar to-that now avowed and practised by tne dominant 

y, * that the spoils belong to the victors.” Mr. Wick- 

fe a Juckson reformer, denied and eondemnedyguch a 
He was appointed & member of the retrenchment 

and reform Cymaiitiee, and after Gen. Jucksun came intu 
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wwer, Mr. Wi. kliffe zealously endeavored to carry out 
ue promived reform , but vot finding the co-operation he 
wid expected, he abjured “the party.”, About this tim: 
t happened that the reformers uvowed the doctrine * that 
he spoils belong to the victors,” and Mr. Pearce enlistea 
ander their bapner. 

Scr, has not the country been disappointed? Have not 
the People been decvived aed allured by specious and vafi. 
promises ? Has not the Federal Exe: utive patronage inor- 
linately inc. eased, a dis it not still onrestrained*? Is not 
the power over it abused and perverted 7) Do not the ex- 
penuses of our General Government far transcend m amount 
all our past history?) Why «re these things so, and why 
has not this ‘ plague been stayed,” Mr. Spéaker, accord- 
ing to your plighted fuith?) Twill tell soul hv. sir, but I 
prefer doing so in the language and iustration of one of 
your own friends, Mr. Buchanan of the Sc nate, to whom | 
have before referred. In his speech here, to which [have 
already alluded, and when he was assaulting the (then) 
Administration he this exclaimed; "Phe very possession 
of power has a strong. « natural tendency to corrupt the 
heart. The lust of dominion grows With its possession , 
and the nan who in humble life, was pure, aad innocent, 
and just, has often been transfurmed, by the long posses- 
sion of power, into a monster. In the Sacréd: Book. which 
contains lessons of wisdom for the politieian as well as for 
the Christian, we find a happy illu-tration of the cre 
ing influence of power upon the numan heart When Ha- 
zael came to consult Elisha whether his muster, the King 
of Syria, would recover fror. his dangerous illuess, the 
prophet, looking through the visiun of futurity, saw the 
crimes of which the messenger who stood before him, 
would be guilty, and he wept. Hazuelasked ‘ why weep- 
eth my lord ?’ The prophet then recounted to him the mur- 
ders and the cruelties of which he should be guilty towards 
the children of Israel. Hazael, in the spirit of virtuous in- 
dignation, replied ; *‘ Ts thy servant a dog, that he should 
do this thing? And Elisha answered, *’The Lord hath 
shown me that thou shalt be King over Syria.’ This man 
afterwards became King by the murder of his master, and 
was guilty of enormities, the bare recital of which would 
make us shudder.” 
llow true} and alas ! how applicable is this sacred illus- 
tration to those whv invoked its use in elevating thensselvss 
to power | 
Suppose, Mr. Speaker, that some inspired Eli ha had 
been present when you and Mr. Buchanan. with others, 
engaged in the debate which has been referred to, ani. 
moved by the sympathetic tear of the prophet, you had 
asked, ‘‘ Why weepeth my lord?” bow would you have 
been astonished m bemg then told what the People of this 
country have since renlized | 
Imegine, sir, the inspired on looking through the vista 
of a few brief years, aad saying, ** You will be placed in 
power, but Will greatly increase the amount of all public 
expenditu Yow will use the offices and patronage of 
the comma private and not fur public good =—You will 
create offices for favorites. You wi!) enlarge all Executive 
power. You will deny the right. to call for reasons on a 
removal from office, and in a few years will remove more 
than 1500 persons fruin fhiece for ge sake, You will 
derange and corrupt the Post Office Department, which 
you now admit to be sound, and you will n t reform any 
of your designated abuses inthe other Departments. You 
will appoint more Members of Congress to office in four 
vears, than has been done in all the past history of the 
Government Yotr bill for the abolition of the power and 
patronage over the Press, will sleep the sleep of death.— 
You will retain’ the Press, the Post-Office, the armed force, 
and the appo‘nting power in the hands of the President, 
and will not suffer them to change position and take post 
on the side of the People You now censure a sinall ap- 
propriation to purchase some additional furniture f r the 
President’s house, but you will furnish that house in lux- 
urigus ‘style tor Gen Jackson, who will be succeeded b 
Mr. Van Buren; and he, not content with the second- 
hand furniture of his predecessor, will cast it off and make 
his entry into that edifice with one appropriation of $7,300 
for altera ions of the house and superintendence of the 
grounds, and another approprintion of $20,000 for new 
furniture ; and this, to, in the very year when your pub- 
lic Treasury wilhbe bankrupt. You will increase the ex- 
penses of tore missions, and suffer your Ministers to 
return home on such brief service, as will show their ap- 
poin ments to have been made for individual gain, rather 
than public good. - Kougsvill increase the contingent ex- 
penses of this House, from $80,000; the present annual 
amount, to $.10,000, You wiil add to’the like expenser 
of the Senate, afid tee!) other public expewditures, in the 
same ratio; apd the sum total for the whole total civil list 
and ordinary appropristions of the Government, which is 
now $12,16 A, will be increased from time to time un- 
der your boasted reform, until it shall exceedthirty millions 
per sear | 
You now question the right of a De 
a print or likeness of the wnmortal Washington, but will 
decorate every room in all the Deparyments with portraits 
of Mr. Van Buren, You will, by means of the office-huld- 
ers, the “enlisted soldiers” us you have just called them, 
bring the paugone eofthe General Government into con- 
Het with th eedom of elections, and you will resist a bill 
that shall be brought in to secure the freedom of thoxe elec- 
tions. You, 
a“ sleeveless errand,” and afier saluting the Emperor of 
Russia, will nake asant vejourn in old Engen, and 
‘return ty your estate in Virginia. You, Mr. Buchanan, 


riment to purchase 








will become an “ office-holder and enlis.ed soldier,” go on 
the very mission to Russia which you are uow cenayring, 
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Mr. Randolph, will g upon what you now call 


“aah will pocket the $12,000 for ‘va twelve-month and @ 
day's" service. You Mr Cambreleng. will oppose a vote 
against the very measure which you now report and -re- 
commend, for reducing the pay ofaacembers as a means of 
-hortening the session of Congress You. Mr. Stevenson, 
will be made Speaker of this House, and appoint its Come 
mittees, and dispense its rules, with the promise of a furs 
eign mission in your pa ket. You Mr. Benton will vote 
to lay on the table a bill which you now report, to take the 
patronage of the press from the Governwent, and your ree 
pet on Executive patronage, with its six accompanying 
ville 80 re i treduced, will prove to have been but 
as ‘sounding brass and tinkling cymbedls!” You, Mr. 
Van Buren, who new, as a member of the Committee cn 
Executive patronage, report a bill requiring reasons to be 
assigned for removing an incum’ ent from office, will Le 
made Secretary of State, and in due time President, bat 
trom the moment you obtain power, you will forget your 
bill, »nd nut only violate. but refuse to be governed by ine. 
principles, You, Mr. Dickerson, also 1 mem: er of that 
Committee, will be made Secret ry of the Navy; but the 
1+ partinent will be so badly managed under your direc- 
tion, that it will be truly aid ehoaa upé'the floor of Cons 
ress, ‘* there ix none 8 poor as to do him reverence,”=— 
ou, Mr. Woodbury, will take first-the Navy, and then” 
the Treasury Dey uriment, and under your supervision ty 
attempt to humbug the people with the promive of an ex- 
clusive hard money cunency, will result in the binishment 
of all specie, a bankrupt Ts 
sbinplasters and ‘Treasury notes,” 


Imagine, then, Mr. Speaker, euch a response to have ~ © 
been made at the period of time which I have suggested, tae 
What would have been your reply, and what would)Mr, © 


Bucha:.an, who made the scriptural allusion, have said 7+ 
Methinks I almost hear him exclaim, ‘‘ Is thy servant a d “ 


that he should do this thing 7?” - : et 
We are wold, that notwithstanding the indignation of © ~ 


Hazael, he reached the throne of Syria by murdering the 
King, his master, and suon committed all the enormities 
foretold by the prophet, ° 

Sir, | fear that in despite of the protestations of Amos 
Kendall, the promised reform was an “ enpty sound,” 
‘‘ intended to ly merely to a change of men.” But I 
leave it for this House and for the peuple ofthis countr 
to judge whether their confidence has ‘not been betrayed, 
and their hopes disappointed. 

= 
CONGRESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS. 


The following members of Congress received appointments 
under the General Government, during Gen. Jackson’s Admi- 
nistration, and received the sums opposite their names, from the 
Treasury: 

Martin Van Buren. as Secretary of State and Minister 
to Great Britain,. ..... eee cee ee ee eee BSE 






Samuel D. Ingham,.......e++++ . 14,268 
John H. Eatun,. .... 2. ceccceees 933 
John Branch,....°. 2 ee ee eee eee eee -- 193,578 «A 
John M. Berrien, .. 2.666. cee ee ee eens 479 
Thomas P. Moore,......ecceeceecceces 51,06 
Louis MeEARG.ccciccci cs cceccevee-co Me 
Wien. ©. Bbw eto ic i000 0 bce cs sin vis ese 645 Se 
John Foregth, 9.0 «0.000000 5s 00 0 vie: emo 


Selah R. Hobbie,.. 2... eee eee ee eee eee 16,685 
SJohw Randolpli,. . ccc cccccccccccccescs, Sim 







DEINE C oS o.0-6 0 o.0 6090009,7 «> 005-5. en 
WRN TINER. oo 0 occ seca tdbeccs cogs can 
Levi Wondhury,..0. cece ccc c ce ceccccs Steen 
F.dward Livingston,. .. 2.0.0... 000 6+ e020 46.298 
James Buchanan,,..ce.cccceccdecccscce 2048 
Wir. WRB, «. «5.000000 00060000090 beg: Ee 
Edward K avenagh, ... 228 


Powhattan Ellis,. .~. 
James W. Ripley,.* . 
John Chandler,........ 
George Owen,....... eo cccene see 
John Biddle, . . bobs, ém _e&. 










> Tue Jerrersoniay has now been published about three 
months, and the eirculation of some 15,000 copies has at least giv- 
en the public an opportunity to judge of its character and merits. 
Its leading aim is the wider dissemination than would otherwise 
be attained of Political Intelligence and Truth ; and it was under- 
taken at a very considerable sacrifice to its friends and projectors 
in order to place absolutely within the reach of every citizen of 
the State of New-York, important information connected with the 
welfure of the commuyity. To those who believe it is calculated 
to subserve this end, however hnmbly, we now appeal for assist- 
ance in extending its circulation. Will not each subscribrr en- 
deavor to forward the name of at least one neighbor to whom it 
would be acceptable? We can furnish nearly all the num 
from the commencement, and will supply them as far as 
at Fifty Cents a subscriber, from the commencement to t ; 
of February next, or Five Dollars for eleven copies. We respect- 
fully solicit the earnest effort of our friends in behalf of our un- 
dertaking 
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Is published every Saturday morning, at No. 71 State-st., Alba- 
ny, by James Henry, Bookseller and Stationer, for the propri- 
etors. ‘Terms. One Dollar per annum; to companies of six or 
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more, Fifty Cents, Eleven copies will be sent for Five Dollars 
post puid. Payment must invaribly be made in advance 
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